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E.nemyr activity during the month of 'larch remained at the same low

level that characterized ti~e latter part of February. The enemy was a-

rain trying to make his presence felt without resorting to large offensive

operations. !2is principal tactics were mining and sapper activities, es-

pecially in the I and II Corps, and abduction and assassination efforts

used as part of his anti-pacification program to demoralize the populace.f

In I %3rps, Allied operations have pinpointed VC infiltration routes

into populated areas and have thus hampered VC rice and medical collectionj

activities. Tloward the middle of this month, there was a movement into I

Corps of one battalion of the 4ith NPJA Regiment from the northern D!1 * There

was also another unidentified IIVA battalion in the area. This activity may

be the build up for a possible coordinated Spring-Suiyier offensive, This is

in line with an increase in activity in the Sea Tiger AC In the enev's

attempt to m'aintain pressure. There was also a concentration of NVA units

in the DAZ north of the Cua Viet River.

II Corps also saw the eneni avoiding large unit contacts and continued ý

reliance on terrorist and harrassiunt activities. During the second week

of the month, however, the enerW changed his offensive position by staging
three AI3F's agains~t the Cam Ranh Bay 'JAF/AB., Again,. the nature of these
attacks reflects his capability of harrasament without committing hits units.*~

Saigon and the III Corps area also saw gradually increasing
terrorist activity. This activity reached a high point from 14-20 March

when ten acts were recorded. Although the enemW~ seemed to be in a standdowm

Llý".k> V'0Aý
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period, there was concentrated activity in the Rung Sat Special 7 one, i

and recent events in Cambodia kept enemy forces alcng the border busy.

Enemy activity in the Delta and barrier areas of IV Corps

was also light with no significant contacts reported although there were

several attempts to infiltrate troops and supplies from Cambodia. The

prime attempt was to move the 88th NVA Regiment across the border in the

Barrier Reef AO, but there was no major movement of this unit reported

during the month.

Vi.
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murinr the -icnth uA "larch, combined S.'A 1,tDSS forces operatinV

i; the Giant Ulingshot, Border Interdiction, Search Iurm, Breezy Cove,

and eady Dcc c% mipaigns accounted for a total of 115 enemy killed(by

body count) and '7 captured.

:'riend.,y casualties for thir period were six LIlled and 67

•omded. A broalaimm of Complete TM•; and Ir.n* S\ LUJIS statistics

for '!rch and statistical totals ¢cmputed since the start of oper-

atictsiz are locatod at the end of this section following the discus-

sion of the various campaigns.

4'S
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A Seawolf pilot watches as
his rockets head for their
target. 
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Giant Slingshot

During :larch, there was an average of 83 U. S. 1Iavy and Viet-

nxnese i:avy boats available for daily operations in the Giant Sling-

shot Area of ererations (AO). The boats were used in performing

escort duty, making troop lifts, setting waterborne giuvdposts (IMP),

operating as blocking forces in support. of land based units, and in

a variety of support missions on the Vain Co Tay and Vain Co Dong Riv-

err. During the month, an average of 34 V,.BGP's were set daily.

The level of general activity throughout the Giant Slingshot

AG seemed to be lower for the month of March than the activity noted

in January and February. The number of enemy killed in January was

18;, while 55 of the enemy were killed during February. Friendly

casualties for the month of March were four killed and 25 woumded.

In late February in an effort to make a larger interdiction

force available fre night operations in the Giant Slingshot AO,

CQCVAVFORV proposed that USN/VNN liaison personnel accompany logis-

tics craft which were transiting the Vain Co Dong and Vain Co Tay

Rivers for the purpose of coo)•tnating reaction forces in lieu of

providing waterborne escorts uuring daylight hours. CTG 194.9

readily welcomed the proposal and indicated that river pilots could

be made available in order to provide personnel riding on board

the transiting crafts who were familiar with the AO and river nay-

igation and who couJ also act as liaison personnel for requesting I

reaction force assets. It was also pointed out that in many cases

3



ii ~ti~ p'~~I. .Ii~ 11 O , W111 of* tl.li 11111L.-ittI OIg' E -eirAd Win; :113pKr-r

(noIf '1:.rr'i 1 'Yb, C (tI VI'111 'U rnrilAto Imirml s': ( I ( f' r ("m1;19b.

C11 I I:w((41011114) liot 14 IIIII .twecortv: f'or tinytnimi trnfiviltO of i(4r Inttev*

cruill. Itvxvop. VtI'-d. ee:1'irntJI :.poc iii i lnrni:t. cflrf¶on, ~Illcit Anf am-

r~~,u111i Itw~ iiilt-wofttp ren'It.. Thei ionern I onfcoJt. of the loititi~c

cralft. t~rnlow:: I t.4qNntix tuiv toI bI o the convoy mathird Llisoni~ por. *

:utu )iw ~d Id h providnit by the Unvy on req~uest. TIhose 1laltion

jit~r:Iiainittiol old WonrIl the canvoy In the vicitnity of tho rujair shI 1p

Iorilit~t" III thill YAM CO 1idVOr nW WOUiI Act a.-~I111 ?o"Mmficfltor be-

tU(Wf i thel t~rnnvi~ttnI crnflt AMW varlisa1 pntrollt~np, tisitv or with the

finvy ~wirnti(um Centers, nhaij'l tho mmout. Tn theo vent of nnl ORt.tAckv

F MrontluII forra.tt of artillary, air, boats, ,tnd/or troopn would be

eu~~l IitA':hr~otig the I latian petorncuml emb~arkeod for the transit.4

(i I I March, (111 1(41.9 provided additional g~uidance for the

je:.omutiolnpun;tg t~o2atZ, ilotZan etbin alacheck point

As o ',ll arch, C1IG 19h,9 reported that snbce the iiip3ementattan

Ta M a C ong htivers that all convoy units fiad arrived at their
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respective destin~titonr~ without inc~dent. The effort to increase

the nux'ber of interdiction forces availabl.e for night operationo has

also been realized. The ntumber of' 'EMO?' ectablished each night h~s

shoA~n an increase of at least five rfG' or night and, depending,

ch~ the tactical situation, as many as ten 1.2BG?Isý per night over the

first half of' the month when escort duties vzere- performod for all

craft transiting the rivers.*

Another niece of hardware in our milit~ary inventory which the

cne~r is beginning to respect is the sensor device.* A rallier re-

cently revealed in a debrief vith the 1'1ILO -Tra Cu that the NVA '-on-

sider that sensor devices are one of the most effective weapons be-)

ing used in the Giant Slingshot AO, The rallier stated that he had

been instructed that if a sensor was discovered during an infiltra-.

tion attempt, the Infiltrators were not to tamper with the sensor

but were to clearly mark the area and quietly clear the area to a

listance of at least 100 inters and move around the sensor always

re.rzining at least 100 meters from the sensor. The ralli~er also

V stated that when artillery hits an area and no troops, boats, or

aircraft are spotted nearby, the INA always suspects sensors are

located in the area.

H~4fighlights of operational activity withti the Giant Slingshot7`

descrip~tions.

W4) ,
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un 9 MTarch, OB? Is M5~ mid 869 vere transitting north on the

Vain Co Dong River whehn they were hailed by two local youths and

were shown the location of a VC weapons cache at XT 457 04i8, ap-

proximiately seven kilomewters north of Tra Cu. The cache contained

12 82mv mortar rounds, three 61umi mortars,, and one claymnore mine.

There was no contact with anepr forces.

On 10 March, a helicopter carrying a SEAL teaii went down at XS 4

520 7909 approximately ten kilometers from Pin Luc. Within f ive

minutes, another helicopter,, piloted by LCDR rleveland, landed and

picked up six passengers and crewmen of the downed helo. A second

rescue helicopter followedi on and picked up the remasining two crew- 1
"members. All personnel were returned to Ben Luc without injury. 4 I
SEAL team was returned to the scene and inserted by helicopter to

guard the downed aircraft. The downed helicopter was lifted out

Aind returned to Ben Luc within three hours after losing power and

going down.

Late in the evening of 9 March, PBR 708,ounder Boat Captain ENP

?lrers, and PBR 774, under Boat Captain D42 Oirouard, were in 61'$GP

at XS 335 840O, approximately five kilumsters from Tuyen Nhon * The

units, wnder Patrol Officer BMC Smock, sighted seven VC crawlingr

toward 1'BR 708. The VC were In the process of disconnecting a

clayimore mine which had been placeid and was being controlled fromi

the FBR. The boats took the VC =uier fire and received AK-4*7 re-

turn fire. Arttillery adair assistance was requestedo but, due to

other units being In contact, no assistance was immediatel ~vilable

6
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The~ O3R s then commenced to miortar the area apd suppressed the enemy

fire. Shortly after midnight, PBI3Rs inserted troops from F9.B Gettys-

burg. The troop sweep located multiple trails and a staging area of

a large size enemyr force.

on 1? Mlarch , a PER of RIYDIV 511, while in VBOP at WS %5I 984,

ten kilometers from Moc Hoa, received a grenade on the boat. The

forward gunner threw the grenade overboard.* The two ?DR' s in the

INBO? then broke 'V$GP and received autauatic weapons fire. Air as-

sistance was requested, but an arrival, the Seawolves were unable

to conduct an air strike due to low visibility and tog. The boats

reset the VWEG? in the same location with no further incident. )~

In the morning of 15 March, PBR 866 under Boat Captain EN1

Parker, nER 868 urider Boat Captain EIW Girard, and 7-5 under Boat

Captain 0240 Bishop were transitting at IT 156 WZ~ when they were

hailed by children from Hiep Hoa. The children said that they knew

the location of a cache and would point it out. The boats returned

to Tra Cu to eiiAwk their Ccma'nding Officer., LCDR Brennan,9 and to

get U. S. AnV growuid support -elements. The boats then proceeded

to XS 4~72 996, apprcxmpately two kilometers from Tra Cu, utilizing

a U. S. Arirv unit for protection ad Seawolve for cover. The cache

was found in a S55gallon oil drum. In the oil drum were seven 105=i

projectiles that were rigged with a booby trap device, 21 Chicome4

grendes In a wooden box* Thsecache, was in poor., but usable condition.

'.'.~ IThis was the fourth cache tinned in by these children. Since

their lives ~my be in danger because thiy have cooperated with the

U. SA./N Navy, they were brought to the District chief so steps could

--A be taken to protect them.7
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on 17 Mirch, PBR's 7A2 and 772 of RIVDN 551, with Boat Captains

tt]1 Hinds and T'41 Fallon embarked, were in WBGP at XS 337 8M3, ap-

proximately six kilometers northeast of Tuyen 34hon on the Industrial

Canal, sighted approximately 20 VC in single file approaching their

position. When the VC were within about 100 meters, PBR 772 opened

fire. Air and artillery assistance was immediately requested. The

units tegan receiving AK-47 return fire. At 2205H, the units observed

a large secondary explosion. Black Ponies arrived and placed strikes

in the contact area from ?209H to 2218H. FSI Gettyburg fired artil-

lery into the area from 2223H to 2315H. At 2325H, troops from FSB

Gettysburg were inserted for a sweep, and another sweep was conducted

by RIVDIV 551 personnel at first light. The sweeps produced the

following items captured in action: one anti-tank grenade, 28 as-

sorted hand grenades, eight B-40 rocket warheads with boosters, two

boxes of fuses, sevea packages of C-4 totaling 20 pounds, two rolls

of time fuses, three AK-47 clips, 315 individual rounds of AK-47

ammunition, seven gas masks, assorted medicines, 52 battle dressings,

three pounds of documents, 100 pounds of rice and other food stuffs,

15 pounds of clothing, 55 rounds of 9rmm ammunition, 30 non-electrical

blasting caps, ho green plastic bags used for floating supplies across

waterways, and two zero-time booby trap grenades.

t1I41 Robert D. Hinds suffered a minor shrapnel wound to the right

arm in this encounter. Seven VC were known to have been wounded.

On 18 March, Vietnamese units HQ 5144 and HQ 5147, with embarked

advisors EN3 Prokup and BM1 Herrea, were in W.BGP at XT 247 353, approximate±•,

8 LUITlENTIAt1 lnl~l~t



~? ki~oV~r fr~to NW, kia. At ?33011, th nL 6hlo~r"dbX

-ImLoting close -by tho bohti, Ak con-cUsson, gr nie Wnadope (ih'

ieratlVc reaults-i At 53U t lhwstucby.foaing riej

on the port sid6 amidhips. the e'xo1 cue a einpgrar, los& -

of eowminication- and ,progressiv flo5g 4I17' -pr' cqeOd to,

ass int in t~he evaicantion- of 'the, btricken boat zand p,ýroVfded lrtý s4upi-

port. IIQ 514h was flooded up tote in-Adock at the time, -6k, the

evacuation.

E 93 rokup p4frda laisceration on the- bak of the -head ,i :`i've

Vietnakerse sailors 'were also ihjuredý - none terious'ý.y-

Early in the, morning -of 20_March,) one of the mortar pits og

Advanced Tarotical Suopprt BaP6ý. (ATSB)' ben Keo reprte W:ighMing

-winwora In -the w~ater.' The-baselvent toGenera QuNarters. All

the boats available- comrpced. a concuission gorene barrge roi

the amwi. the barrage apparently killed o0e 6wbi4vr.. A- second-

swi~m~r was seon under a-hootch and was fired uponlbut 6esaped,.

Personnel of the ýbase than conducted_,a, thor ough. search-ofth

area With, grappling -equipmwnt.. 0O1e mine attached to am. inflated

rubber 'life -rine ias re6trieved.'

'Later in the -day),,w a USN F.') Team dtrydhenie w)4ch wasý

comipozed -of Approkimite2l. ~0~ons hcom Ch uigtepo

cebs of dest~royn temn, .S ri Tu-loat ST.0992ý r6ported-

discover-inig a soconid Mne d6wn' mtemapoximatelyý 200- ITISrs. -and'
-4 ~~~across the r~iver.ý The disiovey qa -ma owhnacex~i pte

-a piece 'of nylon Iize fLb t=ing pn. the sPurfc * hecewmim' had



"?SickWd up the:ie. "~d attempted to pull1 tein bard. rho line

prted whi It-, the crownnan itn~r. trying to retrieve the line. but not, be-

fOr*e the crewman raw that there war, a mine attached to the line.

Conc'ur- !on Cronade:; were dropped in an attempt to expledo0 thl Ix sec-

4 n'J -tine. The 'ocond mine (lid not detonate and is on the bottom of

the river but ir considercd to be harmless after the concussion

1!r en.-des failed to irurke the mine explode. At ?1070011, the bod~y of

the second owimmer f loated to the surface near the scene of the

previous niij~h t's incident.*

In the afternoon~ of P0 mIarch, three boys from Moep fIea once

again hailed MR~ units and reported that they knew the location of

a cache.* The troons took the boys to the cache site, recovered the

cachcland returned to ITra Cu. The cache consisted of six new ba'se-

ball CS grenades,. six booby trapped lO0inm artillery rounds, anSI six

electrical detonators. This was the sixth cache turned in by the

- '½ m-n group of boys.,

F'romi 19 Harch through 2" March,, S3M Beaim, who bills himself

as "Tenkokal," 14aster Hypnotist and Vagician, conducted a four day

tour of the Giant Slingshot bases. lie entertained the personnel

- with mapic and hypnotic shows. "Tenkokai'v"l performancesl were very

well received and most appreciated.

-~On 23 March, the youtha fromt HIep Ilea once again hailed passing

'A rmatrol units. Tho boys turned over two AK-47 mngaineB, three 6C0M~f

4- mortar rounds, two 82imrn mort,-g' rounds,- ahd eight znadkerAl. can booby

~"'4'~ ~10
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t.rnp:I. , the f r,] hIIwi, day, thon :nmo boys hailod pans;Inr, boats and

inform.l th.m that :Oix V( hnd crt•;anvi the river and wore procoedImng

to the west.

(in 11 lnrch, IIII(' r wnrn trannmtting when hailed by the three

yofu1J18 from Iliep leoa. The boys claimed that their lives had been

threatened by the VC. The boys had been told they would be killed

by the VC within three dayr. The youthi' were taken into protective

cu::tody and then dea iverod to the protection of the District Chief.

The Dintriet Chief annurad rTf 194.9 that nufflcio- Regeimal Forces

L'1t Poike were avallable to Insure the protection of the youths.

The youths have thus far led friendly forces to seven caches

and hava provided friendly forces with informatiexa on at least one

river cronning by VC forces.
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CPnation Ready Deck

,'neration Tran Hung Dao V/Ready Deck, while strictly under VWN

cperational control han continued to carry the SEA LORDS designator

TO 19h.6. In order to clarify the situation, the present SEA LORDS

link with CTG 194.6 was stated to be primarily administrative in

nature. The chain of operational control is from CNO, VP44, to Corn-

mAnder III Riverine Area to Comnaner Tran Hung Dao V/Ready Deck.

At the end of the month, the departure of all of the RPG 51 assets

from the area signalled the planned arrival and break in operations T,
for all of RPG 52 and the departure of River Division 593 scheduled

to be completed by the first part of April. 1.

As of 31 March, the following units were ccomuitted to Operation J

Tran Hung Dao V/Deady Deck.

Number of Units
Dkeignation Ty". Of Ofnit Assigned

TG 194.6 (Whaler) Whaler 1
TU 194. 6 .1 (RIvDzV 93) PR 10

RPG 52 PER 8
RAG 214 RAC 18

Operating oan the Saigon aM Thi Tinh Rivers within an area ap-.

proximate*y 43 miles in leIgth that extends from four miles south S.

of Phu Cu•ong (XT 810 780) upstream to Tri Tam (XT 48O 46o), the Tran f , •

fl•un Dao V forces conducted WDOP'I, river patrols, seurch and destroy

operationa, troop support, PSYOPS miesians and ACTOV training in con-

j unction with the grourn units, the let Infantry Division, USA, the

5th ARMU Division and local Rf'e/Pp's, that have adjacent AO's.

13



The night Y.3GO which has successfully interdicted numerous

carýy movements across the rivers and streams in the past months

detected almost a negligible number in March. The few incidents

that. did occur appeared to reflect the enemy's increased efforts

to rid themselves of the tenacious allied river craft by employing

ambush techniques on transiting units or by initiating a fire fight

with the toss of a grenade at the boats positioned in a 1B.GP,

The extremely low level of enemy activity that was experienced

in the AO throughout the month was concomitant with intelligence

reports that indicated that March was to be a period of reorganiza-

tion and training as part of the enemy's forthcoming spring campaign

which was considered to have begun on the evening of 31 March - 1

April when there was a marked increase in the number of enemy en- I

gagements throughout the 3rd CTZ. What action that did occur dur-

ing the month was primarily concentrated in the frequently active

area six miles northwest of Phu Cuong (vicinity XT 720 220).

The following narrative includes examples of the more signif-

icant incidents that occurred in the Tran Hung Dao V/Ready Deck AO.

Wh1ile transiting south on tn Saigon River 20 miles northwest I

of Phu Cuong (XT 526 362) on the afý-rnoon of 12 March, RIVDIV 593

PBR's 761, 756, and 842, under the cmmund of LTJG Hunter, were am-

bushed by four B-40 rockets and heavy automatic weapons fire from

approximately 10 to 15 enerV soldiers positioned along the west bank :?

of the river. The PBR's returned the fire, cleared the area, and

14



-illVd for" arti2lery and helo assistance from the 25th Infantry

)1v:on, >-'x. The Ar-v C ani C helos arrived on the scene and

evacitated the wounded, T.TJc; Hunter, BT3 Thompson, and BMC Rhea

vnd the fatally wounded GMIGSf Jacaruso to Cu Chi. Artillery was

placed in the area, and an Army L11FT expended all its ordnance be-

fore denarting the area. Following the air strikes and artillery

firings, the PBR's began their long transit to Phu Cuong.

later in the month, on 28 iarch, FBR's 842 and 756 of RIVDIV

593, with LT Mc Cumber in charge were guided by a Hoi Chanh on a

search and destroy mission along a small stream six miles north-

west of Phu Cuang (XT 722 222). Four large bunkers and one firing

position were destroyed, and small amounts of food, personal cloth- 7

ing, and equipment were captured. Two of the bunkers displayed ex-

tremely fresh food that indicated thay had been used within the pre-

vious hour.

1hat evening, LTJG Dougherty with PBR's 756 and 842 was posi-

tioned in a WBGP on the Saigon River in close proximity to the des-

troyed bunkers (XT 718 217). Remaining poised for action, the U. S.

sailors took three VC under fire as they approached within five feet

of the boats. As the units broke the .WBGP, a grenade was thrown at

one of the PBR'sp, but it failed to detonate. Two of the VC haa been

killed almost instantly at the point blank range, and the third was

probably killed. The PBR's reconned the area by fire before a USA

Uln' placed a strike with unknown results.
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Fri another enoii�r grenade tossing Incident, k�S Luorig, VI�, the

� advisor, I�1 Moceri, and two VNN PBR'n were silently watching

the �3aigon River and countryside from their WBGP 1� miles northwest

of Thu Cuong (XT 610 33�). A lone hand grenade bounced off one of

the VE4 PT3RI s and detonated. The two boats broke their positions

and took the suspected enen�r locaticms under fire * Return onen�r fire

was received, and the area was completely saturated during four fir-

ing runs that effectively silenced the enen�y. Final assesnient of

the eneii�r casualties was unk�own.

During the early morning hours of 31 March, CPO Iloai, VNN, the

U314 advisor QYCS Land, and two VNN PER's were enroute to Phu Cuong

when they were w,*,ushed by one B.1�O and heavy autot�atic weapons fire

only tour miles from their destination (WY 71�7 16�). The PER's re-

turned the fire and called In a USA LHFY which expended all its *

ordnance with unk�own results * The area was covered by USA Hand I

artillery fire when the IRFT departed the area * C�e VNN was ser-

iously wounded In the brief confrontation.

;-

I
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B~order Interdiction
f

-or the oast few rncnths, the Border Interdiction Campaign has

included the on.erational activity of both the Tran Rung Dao I AO and

the Parrier Reef AO under the Operational Task Designator TG 19tt~a.

In 15 '.arch, Tran Hung Dao I became a comb~ined operation with LCDR

Giang., VfliU assuming the operational title Commander, Tran Hun~g Dao

Tand '.CDR. J. B. Bishop, USR, assuming the operational title Deputy

Con,vndor, Tran flung Dao I. Commwinder, Tran Hlug Dao I assured the

task designators CTG 212.h(VN1N)/CTG 19I4.8(US11), and the Deputy Comn-

nandr, Tan ung Dao I a~swued the task designators CTU 212.4-0/

CTIJ 191i.8.0. LCDR ?.T. Souval, USII, assumed the duties as Senior 14

Advisor to CTG 21 2.4~ along with his other duties as Co~mwnder, 1Bcr- `

der Interdiction Group with the task designator OTO 194.4. Task Oroup

191iU-1 will continue operations in the Barrier Roof AO.

During the -month,, the combiined forces contintued to maintain3

the pressure on the enenPr in his vmay attempts to infiltrat toops

and supp~lies Into the Republic of Vietnam by way of Cambodia. The

water level of the Vinh Ta Canal continued ;o drop and forced sus-

penionof outne 911opeatim~sto the west of N/S grid line VS 970

by 19 :!arch.

During the month, the enemy suffered 33 confirmed killed in

atterm~ting to Infiltrate the area. The U. S. Navy suffered only two

wounded in action during the month in this area of operations.
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Parbin the month, C,"G 19h-h/191j.8 had a daily average or 95

boats a%-ailable and set an average of 4~3 VDGP's daily Ln the Tran

'lung Dao T area of oper~tions. In the Dvn~rier Reef M), CTO 19h.4a had

ai daiay average of 77 boats available for operatians and set a daily

Dvel'ago of 58 1 BG?' s.

On 3 IFarch, nCF 37 of COSDIV 11, with LTJG Scattergood on

board, suffered an underwater explosion wider the stern of the

boat near the canal locks located at VS 606 636 on the Vinh To K
Canal. PCF 37 immediately co.?Im ced It and I fire on both banks.
There was no return fire. PCF 37 then cleared the area to the west,

and tivo more explosions were felt by, the crew. PCF 37 suffered only

slight damage to the starboardi propellor and shaft. Apparently, th-,

ensiv had planted booby trapped grenades in the shallow water near

the lock.

On 7 '!arch, 1-ýy Phoiac Tay Special Forces Company requested PER

spport for CmDo units in heavy con~tact 12 kilometers oth of Ap

Bac at XS 170 609. PBRIs 773 and 778 of RIVDIV 551 under Patrol Of-

ficer LT Simelley scraiqled and provided a blocking force alcng the

Tong Doc Loc Canal until 1710H when the boats were released and re-

ttzrned to Myr Phouc Tay, One hour later, a CIDG unit reported heavy

contact, and the PER g were again scrambled to prvvide -support. on

arrival on station, the boats came under B-4~0 rocket and heavy auto-

ratic weapons fire from both bankas at X(S 168 609. The PBR's invuedi-

ately returnod tire and placed 60nu mortar tire Into the area. Black

Ponies were requested but on arrival overhead were unable to conduct

18
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*'~'~~due to ground troowl); moving bito the airon. IT3I~ne y reewoivreI
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11 7 March., during a dufflob.-ig, implaint mitision two VC from the

50."'.I %ir re captured. 'Ihey ravoaled that duffolbag directed artillery

has been responndblo for several kills in the Blarrier Rteef AO. They

,stated that the VC cannot understand how the artillery happenn to be

fired at thoem for no apparent reason in the middle of the night.

The using of dufflebag sensors and artillery is believed to be

a very important contributing factor in the reported lost morale of

VC in this area. "

Another report by Dutfiebag operating pers onnel states that the

combined use of sensors vad the ArqW radar has proven ag~ain to be ex-

tremel~y effective. Almost every activation in the Vinh Gia AU has

been confirnud by the radar at that location.

Enemy activity has definitely been on the upswting. Tn the

Vinh Gia AU# the VC/VA imission ir to cross the canal ~vhile In the

Ila Tien A~j; more emp~hasis has beow placed on attacking the boats,

not only at night but in the late afternoon.

Ln 17 March, the stern sentry on USS IRWENJ, CCUN4TY (1ST 8)9),

anchored at 11S i40 85 in Klan Thoing Province, sighted an object floating

in the water near the ship. The sentry fired a short burst at the

object. The object eiqaaded with bright flash. There was no dam- 4

J

f ~ age to th ushi nlor Injury to perWisono..

19 BIIL i4'



In the carly •rtrt of -nrch, O Strike Assault 9onts ' ..TA.'s)

Joincd TG 19,.h an Te, 191.h.7.,. The STAB's concept In a relntively

new one ;uid has evolved, in n ten month period, from the drawing

board to production to in-country delivery. The STAi3's unit had

some minor groving pains getting organized and trained for operation

on the Delta waterways. Dy 8 Harch, CTO 19h.11 laconically reported

that the "STAB's are out of gas." Hi1s comment was quite true but

was primarily the result of intensive usage of the boats for training

and secondarily that the support functions had not yet become totally 4

operative and had not yet developed usage data in order to properly

sunnort the boats.

Cn 16 March, Stabron 20 units, STAB's 709 and 716, in coordin-

aticr with T-27 and A-15, assisted NILO Cao Lanh in recovering an

arms cache in reaction to an agent's report. The boats recovered

the cache from underwater in the middle of Phuoc Xuen village, Kien

7.ong Province at I.• 860 777. The cache consisted of one B-he rocket

and launcher, cne Chicom light machine gun, type 56, and one Chicom

light machine gun, type 58. The agent reported that an unknown size P;

!VA element had cached the weapons after crossing the canal at that

location in the night of 10 larch.

on 16 M!arch, at the request of the Dmng Tien D'strict Chief, •.

Seawolves 93 and 95 placed an airstrike at WS 481 870 approximately

six kilometers northeast of An Long, The Seawolves had four secon-

dary explosions and had one B-he fired at them. CTE 194.4.5.1 co-.

ordinated with the Dong Tien District Chief and requested that a Itt.

GOO IDER004,
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J.Lac', oiry strike be made in the rzunc ar'v fac oien1' n l

Were diverted to the aren. ~oll)owi the :,Pat~ .3trike, FRog i.

District 99. UP Conpany moved from their nig~ht position to the area

of the Seawo)! contact. At 2203011, the troops observed 50 VC approxi-

rnateiy )180 Ymvterc; north of their position. At 20h011, Black Ponies

103 and 11 h~ vere briefed oni the* con tac~t area aind informed that there

wemre no U. S. forces on the groun~d to direct the airstrike. The

Black ')onies, flomn by ILCD Hardie and LT-10 Baily, agreed to attempt

to work with the TVF Copn~y through Aspirant Tin who spoke fair Eng-

lish.

At 2O05011, cmmmications were established between the Black

?onies and the groundA troops. At 2OJ4fl, Black Ponies rolled in on

the strike zone. This may have been the first tim that RF troops

directed Black Ponies in a close fire support mission without any I~
U. S. advisor assistance. The troodra marked the target are with

i-s
tracers as the Black Ponies put in the strike.* At 2055Ht the troops

reported that the VC were shooting at the aircraft. At 211OH. the

B~lack Ponies ccmrplated the strike.

The troops, who had been receiving light machine gun and auto-

-xatic weapons fire throughout the engagement suppressed the enevW *
2 fire at 211 111. The troops then requested illumination for a sweiep

of the area. At 2115119 the Black Popies den~arted for home base due l"
to a low fuel state.



D~uring the early morning hours of 29 Mlarch, VC/NVA uits launched

well coordinated si~multaneous attacks against friendly positions at Chi

Lang, Ba Xoai, Kien Luong cement plant, Tr. Ton, and outposts within

the Seven 11ountains * CTG 1 94~.8 immediately responded with Seawolves from

HAL 3 Dots 3 and 5 and Black Ponies from VAL-4.

As night turned into day, U. S. ArrirW helo, assets were brought to

the scene, and continuous strikes were placed throughout the day. All

indications are that the enen~rwas well routed.

As a result of the effective initial enemy strikes, all the land

based helo refueling and rearming f~acilities in the comb~at area were

rendered useless. Both YRBM-_20 and YRBM-16 quicklyr conunced to sup-
port the continuous airborne avalanche.

During the periods 290200 - 0.430H and 290730.1700H1, both YRBM's

were called upon to conduct upwards of 150 Individlual rearming/refuel-

Ing evolutions on aircraft ranging from armed UH1-6 LOH through 111-1 B

Seawolves to heavily laden AII-lO Cobras.

Easter Sunday was a day of rest for some,, but for the officers and

men of the YRBM's, it was a tiring day of silent but critical support.

411
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Search urn

Raid 75, which was committed to Operation Search Turn on 23

February making it a combined USN/VNN operation named Operation

Search Turn/Tran Hung Dao VI, conducted interdiction operations on

the Rach Gia - Ha Tien Canal utilizing daylight patrols and night

WBGP's. In view of the imminant movement of NVA units through

the Search Turn AO, C'G U 194. 3 considered RAID 75 a particularly

desireable asset. In addition to operations on the Rach Gia - Ha

Tien Canal, RAID 75 also set patrols and WBOP's on the Kien Lyinh .Th

Quynh Canal. In addition to their primary mission of interdiction,

the RAID assisted local Province I roops in coordinating and providing

transportation for them across the Kien Lyinh Quynh in a sweep type

operation.

Activity in the Search Turn AO rose during the month of March

with 26 hostile fire incidents being recorded as compared to Feb-

ruary's 1?. Search Turn units accounted for enemy losses of 40

kills and 27 probable kills, a rise from the previous month's 16

and 13 respectively. Enemy craft loss totals were down, however,

from February's seven destroyed and 12 damaged to cone destroyed

and one damaged in March. There were, however, four enemy

-: I craft captured this month, a rise of three over last month. While
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enerny losses rose in March, friendly losses remained at February's

level. There were two USN and one friendly killed in February; there

were three friendlies killed in March's operations. February also

sav, three USN and two VNN wounded while March's total rose to

six USN and 16 friendlies wounded.

At the end of the month, Search Turn assets included two UH-

IB's and 64 water craft which included 37 .BR's, 14 ATC's, four

ASPB's, three Boston Whalers, one Monitor, one Zippo, one LSSC,

one BWH, and one MSSC.

Toward the end of March, the Gulf of Thailand weather and z

sea conditions deteriorated to the point where there was an average

of less than three hours daily when .ST support could be accomp-

lished. Thus on 27 March, the USS HUN¶I ERDON COUNI Y (LST I

8381 was given order to depart the vicinity of Rach Gia and proceed

to the vicinity of Long Xuyen on the Bassac River where it arrived

on 30 March ready to resume support for CTG 194. 3.

The following incident narrative is typical of March's activity

in the Search Turn AO.
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During a day patrol (vic WS 005 345) on 6 March, PER's of

RIVDIV 573, under Patrol Officer EMC Walker and Eoat Captains

RDI Waters and RDI Thompson, were checking water traffic when

they were stopped by a sampan occupied by two men and one woman

who said that VC tax collectors upstream had taken their money

and raped their woman. Proceeding upstream, the unit encountered

a group of 20 people dressed in a mixture of khaki, camouflaged,

and black pajamas. The people were armed and indicated that they

were RD cadre protecting the populace. The units checked with an

outpost two kilometers downstream and determined that a bandit )

group had been robbing and raping local populace along the ? ri "ton

Canal on both sides of the Kien Giang Province boundary. I he units V

returned and observed men escaping with M-16 rifles. 'I he remainder

were taken aboard. The apparent leader of the group wat drtssed

in a very old, ragged RD uniform. He stated that the group's pur-

prose was to protect fishermen and that their home was an undeter -

mined outpost at the base of Seven Mountains. I he people were

taken to the Sector NILO for interrogation. In all, there were 25

people detained and seven rifles, two grenades, and six bandoliers '-J 6

of ammunition captured.

On the previous day, a patrol in the same area had captured

a VC flag and banner which warned that black pajama clad local
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forces were an enemy of the VC and would be killed. his banner

might have been in reference to this group or could have been a

rouse to discredit RD cadre or PSDF. Intelligence received on

6 March was that 200 VC V.ad been in the same general area for

the previous three nights.

At 0015H on 18 March, PBR's of RIVDIV 553 observed 11 VC/

NVA approaching their position on the Tri Ton Canal 20 miles

northwest of Rach Gia (WS 010 380) from the east. Both craft

opened fire when the enemy was 250 meters out and caught them

in a withering .50 caliber cross fire. They received A/ W, R/F,

and rifle grenades in return. Seawolves were requested on Scramble

Two, and at 0019H Black Ponies were also requested. The Seawolves

were on station and putting in a strike at 0035H, and the Black Pon-

ies put in their strike at 0046H and left the area at 011 OH. Iwo

hours later, one VC/NVA was sighted in the contact area and taken

under fire. At 0400H, two PBR's were dispatched to the contact

area to assist in the sweep and to provide cover. At 0630, a sweep

revealed three bodies and two distinct heavy blood trails. q here

were no friendly casualties while the enemy suffered three killed

(BC) and two probably killed. The units were also responsible for

capturing one AK-47, five AK-47 magazines, one kilo of documents,

ten kilos of rice, and two Chicom grenades.
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The next day, units of lRIVDIV 553 were again et-,,gaged in action 0

in approximately the same area while e-etablishing a WEGP on the '"

Tri Ton Canal 20 miles northwest of Rach Gia (WS 008 380) when

PBR's 8131 and 8132 uncovered 21, 60 pound sacks of rice which were i!

camouflaged and cached 20 f eet f rorn the Tr i "Ion Canal bank. 'I he :

WBGP was set, but there was r:,a action throughout the night. At •=

0700H on the 20th, SEAL elemez:t,,• were inserted in the cache area

and cleared the PBR's about 3, 000 meters to the south. At 0857H, i)

the units observed 19 VC in a spread out line coming from the di- 'Alt,

rection of Seven Mountains. They were observed to be in blue or j}/i

black uniforms, and svix of them were teen to be carrying or pushing •••!

a large object. At 0900H, a Shotgun aircraft was requested for •

* . ..:

visual reconnaissance. At 0909H, Sector clearance to fira- was ob- '¢;

tained. Sixteen minutes liter, the enemy turned parallel to the .

Canal and reached apparent CPA at about 2, 500 m'eters. Fifteen f

4,

minutes a ater, the VC were observed evading into cover upon hear-

SPing the aircraft. At 0946H, the PBR's opened fire, and at 1i025H,

Seawolvesd and c e fetnd coordinoated a strike with the Shot -

gun aircraft, One detainee was picked up north of the original can-

tact area and delivt P aed to Kien Son0 The man was determined to

bte unitsfobse Tr19 V,, District who had wandered one kilometerdi

south of the Province border while fishing. At 1410H, a report wasrq tf

received Sroi the mint ARVtr Division that one company of VC wast

caalan eahe apret PAa aou 2 00trtes Ffte
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in the contact area. At approximately 1430H, the Zlst ARVN in-

serted an Air Cavalry package to sweep the area. 'I here were

negative results. Enemy casualties in this action included five

VC killed and 1, 260 pounds of rice captured.

In the early evening of 19 March, CTU 194. 3. 3 Seawolves 86

and 81, piloted by LCDR Thomas and LTJG McNaull respectively,

were on a Scramble Three for 90 VC observed by Shotgun 38 in

Kien Giang Province 12 miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 970 200).

With clearance from CTG 194. 3 and the Kien Giang PSA, the air-

craft placed rocket and machine gun fire into the area. The result

of this action was six VC killed (BC) and nine VC wounded with no

friendly casualties suffered.

In reaction to intelligence gained from MI 525 that a VC medical

station was located along the Rach Thong Lua Canal, SEAL Team

One, Det GOLF, DELTA Platoon, BRAVO Squad, under LT Hetzer,

one LDNN, one KCS, and one interpreter were inserted by sampan on

21 March northeast of Rach Gia (WS 145 065). They proceeded

approximately 75 meters up the canal when they observed four men

carrying weapons 25 meters in front of their position on the north 2

bank, The sampan was pulled into the tree line, and the LDNN

jumped from the craft to the tree line. There was immediatt move-

ment from the target area which was taken under A/W fire. "I he
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LDNN was wounded and was extracted by MS~c1C for return to Rach

Gia airstrip for dustoff where he was pronounced dead on arrival

by a naval doctor.

Z,
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liverine Strike Group

DurLng larch, all WAC formerly assigned to CTG 19h.7 (Riverine

Strike Groun) reomined out-chopped to other operational commanders

with the exception of those craft undergoing overhaul or alteration.

During the month, USS SPIIIX (ARL-24) completed installing two

3.5 inch bazookas on each of eight ASPB's. Current plans are to in-

stall bazookas on fourteen more boats.

The bazooka Installation is expected to increase the effective

firepower on each boat. As of this writing, no report has been re-

ceived describing the effectiveness of the nme 3.5 inch bazooka instal-

lation in a combat situation.
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The level of enemy activity in the Breety Cove AO decreased

during the month of March. There is nothing concrete on which to

base any reason for this 'reduction of activity. Events occurring

in Cai*,odia may have besn a contributing factor.

!DewW kills dropped to the lowest level in the past four months

with only 14~ kills being reported during the month of I-arch. All the

kills reported were attributed directly to U.* S. Navy units. Eight

U.* S. Navy personnel were wounded during the month's action.* The

majority of those wounded were not serious in nature and were re--f

turned to duty without further comp~lications.

The total numb~er of boats assigned to the Breezy Cove operation

during tme month averaged 21 cvi a daily basis, However,, there were

several casualties to the boats with the total numb~er of boats avail-

able for use dropping to a low of only ton boats on 17 March. The

nuw*er of WBOP1s set on a daily basis fluctuated widely due to the

irdi4 variety of casualties. (Ci 19 march, only ton boats were avail-

able due to all IW1l' assisting in Gulf of Thailand patrols, and no

I1BO?'s were set. The daily average of WDOP's was, however, six pr

day.

Significant~ actions occurring during the month of march are

described in the following paragraphs.
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(n 3 :larch, "'3.'s h9 and 138 of RIVDIV 572 under Patrol Officer

aiC !'oore were in IG on the north bank of the Song Ong Doe at VQ

852 999. At 202101, the boats detected movement near their position.

A, minute later,, three VC Jumped in front of PB3R 138 and took the boat

under fire w:ith small arms. The forward gunner of PBR 138 immediately

opened fire killing all three of the ener. The boats broke •VP and

made a firing rum and received moderate automatic weapons return fire.

The boats broke WBG" and made a firing nm and received moderate au- "41

tomatic weapons return fire. The boats made a second firing run and -)V

recieved no return fire. Friendly casualties totaled four UMN wounded. j
All wounds mre slight. EneW casualties were three VC killed (BC).-

On 21 .'arch, Black Ponies, operating in the vicinity of the

Breezy Cove AO, placed strikes in a wooded area at WR 179 389 to

Ti 188 384 where 150 VC had been reported along a canal bank. ienwW

casualties reported from this strike were: 25 VC killed (BC), 30 VC

iounded, two structures destroyed, one sampan destroyed, and six fires

started. (Note: Kills from this operation are not included in the

statistical swmary).

On 23 1larch, Seawolf 66s, piloted by LCDR Beck, was on routine

patrol along the Song oOg oc when at 173411, an explosion was heard

in the engine compartmnt. LCDR Bock experienced a power failure and

Imewdiately put the helicopter Into auto rotation. The Seawolf landed

at' .R o8o 10o without injury to the rew or further damge to the

helicopter. The acccan$lg holicopter, Seavolf 63, piloted by

LTJ Volts, remained overhead and requsted Black Pony assistance

32
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for security. Tw.to ASir3's one MT., and one 'Honitor were scrambled from

"Id "oirg Lnr Doc to assist. An MSSC with SEA! 's e.barked departed the

ATSB at 18hi1 to provide additional ground security. Dustoff 66, on a

routine mission, diverted to the area and extracted the crew of Seawolf

66 at 180nI. :ai! units were standing by providing security and support

w--hen, at 185014, a Chinook helicopter arrived and lifted the domned air-

craft out safely at 19001H. All units then resumed their normal patrols.

The entire operation, from the time of the accident to the successful

completion of the rescue mission, was only one hour and 24 minutes.

On 31 M!arch, IrSR's 145 and 136 of RIVDIV 57Z were in night VMG

at VQ 860 999. At 2040H, the boats sighted a man on the beach and

heard heavy movement in the area. The boats took the area under fire j •

and broke I...OP receiving small arms fire from an estimated five firing

positions . As the lead boat broke I.M0P, a satchel charge exploded close

aboard the part bou of the boat knocking the bow gunner unconscious.

The patrol cleared the area to the west. Seawolves were requested

and placed a strike in the ambush area at 201511. 1'riezly casualties

were evacuated by Dustoff helicopter. There were two WN wounded, both
/

with possible skull fractures Ene' casualties were one VC killed.
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MARKET TIME RAIDER CAMPAIGN

Market Time Raiders continued to conduct SEA LORDS mis-

sions along the rivers and canals of the III and IV Corps Tactical

Zones during March. There were 69 missions conducted which

resulted in 41 hostile fire incidents, 25 friendly initiated, seven

enemy initiated, and nine unilateral. Enemy losses for the month

were 25 craft and 72 structures destroyed, two craft and 62 struct-

ures heavily damaged. There were 21 enemy killed, one wounded,

and nine •aptured during the SEA LORDS missions.

There were no U. S. personnel or material casualties during

the month, although there were five friendly wounded and one killed-

during the operations.

The following craft and personnel participated in S4A LORD

missions during March: USN - PCF's, WPB's, River As~sault

Craft, SEAL Team Detachment Golf, CHARLIE Platoon, OV- 101s;

"VN:PCF's, LSIL's, RF/PF's, LDNN's, Coastal Group 36 junks

and personnel, and Kit Carson Scouts. 1)4<
The PT CAUTION (USCG WPB), LTJG Andrews command-

ing, conducted a SEA LORDS mission on the morning of 4 March

about 23 miles east of Ben Tre (XR 828 123). The targets were

35
jaiIWoriLNIRL V



- ~ M-4

A7q,

VC supply routes and structures, with many well-used trails sur-

rounding the area. The WPB destroyed six bunkers, two struc-

tures and one sampan, and damaged six bunkers and one structure.

Enemy casualties were unknown.

On the -ernoon of 8 March, the USCG WPB's PT MARONE

and PT PARTRIDGE entered a canal off the Co Chien River about

20 miles southeast of Tra Vinh (XR 730 719) taking targets of oppor-

tunity under fire. During the transit of the canal both units played

Psyops tapes to people along the canal banks. The WPB's destroyed

four bunkers, two structures, and five sampans and damaged two

structures, two sampans, and four bunkers. They also ignited two

large fires. There was one VC wounded and no friendly casualties.

The PT CAUTION, PT PARTRIDGE, and PT WELCOME con-

ducted a SEA LORDS mission on the afternoon of 10 March about L-4

15 miles southeast of Tra Vinh (XR 733 874). The WPB's entered

a canal and took targets along both banks under destructive fire.

Several VC were sighted during the canal transit and taken under KV:

fire. There were several secondary fires and e),plosions which in- "

dicated enemy storage areas. An evaluation of the area indicated

heavy enemy activity. Upon exiting the canal, bunker complexes

were taken under M-79 fire and then OV-10's from VAL-4 placed
36!
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strikes in the area. There .%ere no friendly casualties and four

VC were killed and one VC wounded. The WPB's destroyed 21

structures and one sampan and heavily damaged 30 structures and

several bunkers.

On the night of 10 March, SEAL Team, Detachment GOLF, <ft

CHARLIE Platoon attempted to establish a waterborne guard post

in the vicinity of a known VC crossing point about 14 miles east

of Soc Trang (XR 340 545). The SEAL's, while proceeding north %

up the Bassac River,, encountered a sampan moving toward their )

skimmer. The sampan was illuminated and hailed; however,

two male occupants attempted to swim ashore and were killed

r
and their sampan destroyed. The mission was then aborted due to

being compromised.

The USCG WPB's PT PARTRIDGE and PT CAUTION and a

Coastal Group 35 skimmer conducted a SEA LORDS mission on

the afternoon of 17 March about Z2 miles southeast of Tra Vinh T-7

(XR 698 640). As the units entered a canal, two VC were sighted -

and taken under fire. Proceeding on, 15 VC were sighted, who

appeared to be setting up an ambush, and were taken under fire.

Small arms fire was received and OV-10's were called in, placed

strikes in the area, and suppressed the fire. All units then exited S

"the canal without further incident. Two sampans and oae bunker

_ I'-;7
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k% ~rt* Ie-4 rciyed, and thiree l,;,nketir ajnd one' st rtict itrer wt!rre damagedr.

I he(re' woretic nofriendly iasualtie.S and enemy casualties were~ nine

V ( p)robalbly killed.

4, SEAL Team ONE, Detachiments DELTA and GOLF, and LI)NN's,

operating on SEAL intelligence, were inserted at 2330H, 17 March,

by LSSC about 20 miles southwest of Tra Vinh (XR 276 668) to con-

duct a night reconnaissance patrol. The SEAL's patrolled to the

targeted hootch and established a perimeter. The structure was

entered and small arms fire was received, wounding one LDNN

who died en route to the Third Surgical Hospital, Binh Thuy. Small

arms fire was received and suppressed from the south banki of the

stream and light automatic weapon cross fire was received from

three positions. The SEAL's withdrew by sampan southwest down

the canal and were extracted by LSSC. There were seven VC

killed and one VC detained. Three of the VC killed were ident-

if ied as a deputy secretary at Long Phu, a security section chief

r ~at Tan Thanh village, and an area chief at K~oko hamlet. One

LDNN was slightly wounded and returned to duty.

In a SEA LORDS mission on the afternoon of 19 March, the

PT CYPRESS and POF 21 inserted 140 Regional Force/Popular

Force (RF/PF) troops at two locations about 30 miles southwest

of Tra Vinh (XR 291 416). The troops then swept toward each

-- 38

a 'V- _ _ _ _



-,4;•• " , , °~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~. . . .. . ...• .( .. • . z. . ,•- •,• . •

other while the naval units established a blocking force and stood

by for support. The troops made contact with the enemy and called

for 81mm support. Helicopter gunships were called in and placed

strikes in the area. The area swept by the troops contained num-

erous bunkers, mines, and several rice caches. The troops were

extracted at 1800 without further incident. There were two VC

killed and two Popular Force men killed. There were four sam-

pans, ten bunkers, and two mines destroyed and an undetermined

number of bunkers damagedcduring the operation.

SEAL Team ONE, Detachment GOLF was inserted by LSSC

about 20 miles southwest of Tra Vinh (XR 271 646) on the morning

of 20 March. They commenced patrolling north toward their ob-

jective, a VC facility, when eight armed VC were sighted and

were taken under fire. Immediately automatic weapons fire was

received from four locations. VAL-4, OV-10's were called in

and placed several strikes in the area. The SEAL's destroyed

one bunker and one structure and killed four VC. There were

probably more enemy killed by the air strikes, There were no

friendly casualties.

In a SEA LORDS mission on 24 March, the PT WELCOME

(USCG WPB), LTJG Wyche commanding, fired a gunfire support

tIMUI3NTIAL
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mission on numerous new structures about seven miles northwest

of Tra Vinh (XS 405 069). Seven VC were spotted attempting to

evade into the treeline and were taken under fire. The WPB des-

troyed five structures and damaged two structures. There were

no friendly casualties and four VC were probably killed.

PCF's 21 and 103 picked up 36 Kit Carson Scouts (KCS) at

1800H on 25 March and inserted them along a canal about 12 miles

east of Tra Vinh (XR 770 890). The KCS proceeded to sweep the

area where a VC company was suspected to be located. The Swift

boats conducted H and I fire during the mission with unknown re-

suits. The KCS made contact with the enemy and OV-10's were

called in and placed strikes in the area and drew light fire on

three occasions. Extraction was made without further incident.

There were no friendly casualties, ar two VC were killed and

three VC were captured. GDA by the Swift boats and OV-10's Is

I jwas unknown.4

The PT BANKS (USCG WPB), LT Lashley commanding, and

PCF 48 inserted 80 Regional Force troops about 20 kilometers

east of Tra Vinh (XS 696 047) on 31 March, after prep fire of

the beach. The area was the scene of recent enemy activity and

contained many booby traps, bunkers, and VC sympathizers. The

troops made contact with the enemy during their sweep. The

40 D
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PT BANKS fired H and I throughout the day in support of the oper-

at ion. There were four VC killed and no friendly casualties. One

large structure and several booby traps were destroyed, and one

sampan motor and numerous documents were captured. Further

ODA was u' known.

-4
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COASTAL SKVNEILLANCE FORCE ^31.-VARY

During March, Market Time and Stable Door forces ccntinued rou-

tine operations with generally good weather prevailing throughout the

Republic of Vietnam. There were 58,978 craft detected along the coasts

and in the harbors turing the month with 15094 inspections and 12,231

boardings carried out resulting in the detention of 107 craft and 575

persons. There vere 99 Viet Cong suspects detained &wr~ng the month.

The reasons for detainments were lack of or faulty identification,

possession of contraband, incorrect or faulty manifests, violation of

restricted zones, or other suspicious activity. In the Game Warden

area of operations In the lower Bassac, Ham Luong, and Cua Tien Rivers,

vMarket Time units detected 4,174 craft, inspected 1,,653, and boarded

another 1,820. There were two craft and seven persons detained.

Task Force 115 units continued to provide waterborne guardposta,

troop lifts, blocking patrols, and naval gunfire In support of friendly ,

ground operations along the coast and in the rivers and canals. There

were no known large scale infiltration of men or supplies attempted

during March. There were no U. S. casualties reported duriJg the month

although there were two friendlies killed and seven friendlies wounded.

&neq losses to the naval gunfire of Market Time units cave to 108 con-

firmed killeds, 109 probably killed, 24 wounded, and 23 captured.

Operation Market Time

The tempo of naval gunfire, SNALORDS, Sea Float, and Sea Tiger [
missions Increased frome the 499 conducted In February to 598 conducted
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durin, March. (Cun damargo assessment (GDA) war the highest reported

to :late with 16 per cent of the missions reporting GDA. The number

of confirmed enemy kill-, 108, was also the highest killed in any one

month by 'tarket Time forces. The results of these missions were:

'17 Viet Cong killed (108 body count, 109 probable), 2h Viet Cong

wounded, P3 Viet Cong captured, 175 junks/sampans destroyed, h9 junks/

sampans damaged, 628 structures/bunkers destroyed, and 287 structures/

bunkers damaged.

There were 12 incidents of evading craft and personnel reported

during the month. They were taken under fire in all cases with un-

known results.

4'

Surveillance operations resulted in the dete3ction of 22,660 1

craft, and of these, 9,635 were inspected and 7,276 were boarded.

There were 356 steel hulled vessels detected in Market Time areas

during March, and 294 of these were inspected, and six were tIrded.

All were determined to be non-suspicious.

SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 conducted almost daily

operations. The operations were conducted in the IV Corps Tactical

Zone in support of the Market Time Raiders/SEA LORDS operatione.

A Market Time aircraft located an SLA4 class trawler at 122311, ýx"

11 March, at position 070 - 15' N, 1050- 25' E. The contact was des..

ignated 12F1. The USCOC HELL(1N (WHEC 717) closed the contact and

commenced overt surveillance. At 070511 on 13 March, the MELLN was

relieved by the SEVENTH Fleet ship USS BE!4NER (DD 807) with the

48 COIFImEaaaaag
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0I
trawler at position 09°- 105' 1, 1100- -6' E.

Conmander Task Force 115 ivar advised at 16h8111 on 15 Ilarch that

the 5S CCMMIA E-AGJ.E was highjacked by two armed men and was proceed-

ing to the central coast of Cambodia with an ETA of 1600H, 15 .March.

The USCOC 1.itIta (NIIEC 717) was dispatched, at best speed, to the

scene to provide assistance as necessary. The USCGC IHELLC was the

first U. S. unit on the scene outside of Cambodian territorial waters

arriving, at 1800 on 15 March. The COLMIhIA EAGLE was at that time

anchored in the vicinity of 10°-221 N, 1030-15, E. Commnder Task j
Force 115 chopped the U33CGC MIELLZ, to Commander U. S. Naval Forces,

Philippines at 2013H1, 15 March.

The PT YOtNG (iuco 1.,?:) and PT KENEDY (UScG WPB) were de-

comissioned and transferred to the Vietnamese Navy on on 16 Marc?

Coast Guard Division W'ELVE was decomissioned during the same cr rs>

monies.

In a ceremony at Vung Tau on 27 March, the USCOG PB PT PARTRIDGE

was decomurdssioned and transferred to the Vietnamese Navy.

First Coastal one

leather conditicna improved in the First Coastal Zone as tho

northeast monsoon season came to an end. The number of detections

by U. S. forces decreased as the responsibility for patrol of nrr is

1 and 2 were turned over to the Vietnamese Navy on 28 February .r

with 11 ?CF's and the Coastal Surveillance Center at Danang. " ,
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wore 938 dteeticns durinp the month, and of these, 317 were inspected,

axd 1h imre boarded.

"There were approximately 40 naval gunfire support and Sea Tiger

missions conducted, a decrease from the 59 reported in February. These

were mostly Sea Tiger operations utilizing PBR's of Commander River

Division 5h3.

On the afternoon of 3 lMarch, the USCGC DALLAS (V111C 716), in

support of the U, S. 11th Light Infantry Brigade, received a call

for a naval gunfire support mission. The three targets, consisting "

of bunkers and structures, were located about 10 miles southeast of

Quang :Igai (BS 75 61). The five inch gun of the cutter destroyed

eight bunkers, 12 structures, and two sampans and heavily damaged

nine bunkers and 14 atructures. There were three secondary explosions

and tvo secondary fires.

Underwater Demolition Team (UDT) ELEVEN, Det HIOTEL, with the

Officer in Charge, LTJ1 S. McCrary, and one platoon of Regional Force/

Popular Force (RF/PF) troops conducted a 200 by 100 meters sweep of

an area about four kilometers south of Hoi An (BT 146 530) on the Q

morning of 7 March. Two PBR's inserted the troops and stood by for -

support. There was no cogtact made with the enemy during the sweep " - ;

while ten bunkers and two wood structures were destroyed. The bunkers

in this area were vmll built with cement bricks. There were no fri-

endly casualties.

•- 
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USMhe DSA;C *A; LA: inflicted heavy damage on enený positions about

cipht 'ties southenqt of Quxig !Jga3 (BS 75 6h) on the afternoon of 10

a'rch. The gunfire support mission was cahled for by Lhe Ui. S. Army,

11th Light Lnfantry Brigade. The cutter destroyed five heavily forti-

fied 'tructures and damaged 15 others. There was one large secondary

elplosion and cne secondary fire.

In a Sea Tiger mission on 14 :arch, PBR's of River Division 5430

inserted UDT 11, Det H, and an eight man security force from the Sec-

ond Co:bined Action Group about three kilometers south of Hoi An (BT

136 537). The Patrol Officer B?'C Stokes, Boat Captains GMG401 Maxfield

of !'BR 47, and .D1 Krenk of FBH 114 then stood by for support. Fol- I i

lowing the bunker destruction mission, 30 - 40 VC were sighted as the •i

troops were being extracted. Hlelicopter gunships were called in and

took the area under fire with unknown results, The troops were then 41V

extracted without further incident. There were five bunkers destroyed

and tivo booby trapped rounds recovered and turned over to the EOD

team for disposition. There were no friendly casualties.

Patrol Officer BMC Turnbull with PBR's h7 and 67 conducted a .. 7i

,.GP on the night of 15 - 16 March in the Sea Tiger AO about three

kilometers south of JIoi An (BT 137 535). About O600H, three VC were

sighted walking toward the boats and were taken under fire at a dis-

tance of 25 feet. The PBRfs then cleared the area. There were three

VC killed and no frienily casualties.

PBR 67, under Boat Captain B141 14ansfield,and PBR 114, under

Boat Captain RD1 Krenk, with Patrol Officer BMC Stokes established
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a 16BGP about 14 kilometers vost of Hoi An (BT 031 556) on the night

of 16 :'arch. Movement was heard in the elephant grass near the boats,

and two fragmentation grenades were thrown on the bank as the boats

withdrew. The PBR's established a second WBGP and after 30 minutes,

three VC were sighted in the tall grass 20 feet from the boats and

were taken under fire. The boats then cleared the area leaving three

VC killed.

In a Sea Tiger mission on the night of 19 March, PBR's 47, 1•%4t

and 67 established a IvOP on the Vinh Dien River about six kilometers

northwest of Hoi An (BT 054 636). Two VC were sighted on the west

bank walking south, but the boats lost sight of them almost ieiwdiately.

At 2030H, a sa pan moved Into the area with two persons on board and 4-

appeared to be looking for a signal as they moved north and south

along the bank. One VC was then sighted on the west bank and a light

sighted opposite the sampan on the east bank. Both banks were taken

under fire,and as the PBR's approached the sampan to investigate, they

received AK-47 fire which they suppressed. Nothing was found on the

sampan, and it was destroyed. Two more VC were sighted on the west

bank and taken wider fire as the PBR' cleared the area and called in

artillery fire. There were three VC probably killed and possibly sev-

eral mor killed In the mission. - "

KY yam River about 10 kiloseters west of Hoi An (BT 035 567) when

rwo sampn. vith. an iom n wwer n occupants were sigtedu cross ing

from north to south. The sma&*= wer not taken wxier fire due to the

____ ___ ____~iU IIEIIIC152



range; howover, shortly afterwardsT, four VC ,,,erc sighted i11 til o.iMk

and then taken under fire. Autcmtic weapova fire was received from

three nositions on the bank and mippressed as the boats cleared the

area and called in artillery. There were fonr enerl probably killed

in the :ea Tiror -J:7sion.

?BR 67, under Boat Captain B41 .Mansfield, and 1W 95, under

Boat Captain -11 Foster, and Patrol Officer ROC Armstrong established

a '.'? on the night of 24-?'5 !arch about three kilometers southwest

of Hoi An (BT 031 558). A sampan with three VC vas spotted crossing

the river to the south and taken under fire. The MBR 's got underway

and spotted a second sampan with two VC and took it under fire with 4
!1-60 machine guns. Helo gumshios were called in and took three ad- 4

ditional saqpans under fire. The PBR's and gunships received return

neWrW fire from the south bank during the entire action. A second

flight of gunships arrived an the acene and placed strikes in the

area but observed no further movement. At first light, the PBR's

returned to the scene and destroyed the sampans hit by the gunships.

There were no friendly casualties while the 11R's killed five VC,

and tho helo gunships killed three more VC. There were also fivef j'P

sampans destroyed.

(n the afternoon of 30 March, UDT 11, Det H, and three corn-

panies of RF,'0? troops conducted a reconnaissance and bunker des-

truction mission in the Sea Tiger AO about seven miles south of

ido An (BT 099 459) There was no enewy contact, and in the two

)LhMr operaticn, 22 bunkers were destroyed. •-
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Second Coastal Zone

veather conditions improved in the Second Coastal Zone as the

number of detections of craft almost doubled from the February total

of 5,782. There were 10,148 watercraft detected, and of these, 5,137

were inspected and another 2,682 were boarded resulting in the deten-

tion of nine craft and 62 persons for lack of or faulty identification,

restricted zone violations, and suspected draft dodgers. In addition, I Y
one sampan attempted to evade and was destroyed.

The number of naval gunfire support missions decreased from the

February total of 39 to 20 in Mlarch. There continued to be a minimum

of gun damage assessment reported by Second Coastal Zone units.

On the evening of 5 March, on Hon Chua Island (CR 175 570), a

Popular Forces man threw a grenade into a group of VietUamese civil-

ians, possibly as revenge for gambling losses. There were 11 persons

hit by the gienade fragments; five died an the island; one died in

transit in WIN PCF 3854; and the five wounded were taken to the Holy

Family Hospital, Qui Nhon, for treatment.

Early on the morning of 11 March, PCF 61, while on normal Mar-

ket Time patrol sighted a sampan without lights about 150 yards from

the beach and about 14 miles northeast of Phan Rang (CN 03 93). The

sampan then hsaded alongside a second sampan,and the "Swift" boat

took them under fire killing two of the enenq and dazkging two sam-

4 ~~ pas.T addition, several secondary fires were ignited.
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The FT CYPRESS (USCOG WPB), while patrolling in area 5E was

called on for a gunfire support mission on the evening of 12 March

about 19 miles northeast of Ohan Thiet (EN 128 199). The WE closed

the beach and fired .50 caliber machine guns at three VC attempting

to evade over the sand ridge. Artillery fire was called in from Fire

Support Base Sandy which saturated the area with 175mm rounds. The

iVB then cleared the area with three VC probably killed.

Third Coastal Zone

Indigenous coastal traffic remained at about the same level as

February with 6,021 detections of craft reported. Surveillance results )
improved as over 82 per mnt of the craft were either inspected or

boarded. There were 2,329 inspections and 2,659 boerdings carried

out. during March and resulted in the detention of three sampans and

98 persons. The detentions were for lack of or faulty identification

papers, incorrect or faulty manifests, possession of contraband, and

curfew or restricted zone violations. The ",Swift,, boats continued their

patrols in the Game Warden area of operations. During March, the low-

er Bassac River was patrolled continuously, and the Cua Tien River

was patrolled from 1-25 March, and the Han Luong River was patrolled

from 26 - 31 March. There we 0,124 detection of craft during the

Month, 1,9653 inspections, and 1,820 boarding. carried out. There were
onlY two craft and Seven persons detained in the GOm Warden AO and

no reported incidents of evading craft.

Third Coastal Zme Market Time unite conducted over 125 naval

gunfire support missions during March in resppmN to requets for
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urgent gunfire support, H and I, targets of opportunity, or in pre-

planned river and canal incursions.

On the morning of 1 March, the PT WELCOME (USCO UPB), LTJG

'Wyche commanding, while on normal Market Time Patrol in area 6H,

observed a sampan with two Vietnamese females overturned about 15

miles southeast of Tra Vinh (XR 643 566). The sampan, which was

heavily loaded with rice, was reflcated and pumped out, and about

90 per cant of the cargo and the long shaft motor were recovered.

When the motor failed to start, the sampan was towed to the hamlet

where the Vietnamese lived. The rice cargo was properly manifested.

The PT PARTRIOE (USCO WPB) fired a sector requested gunfire

support mission o the afternoon of 1 March in an area about ten miles

east of Soc Trang (XR 20 80). The WPB was on nortl Market Tim pa-

trol in area 7C at the timu the request was received. The 81= mortars

of the VIPB destroyed three sa ns and one structure and damaged one

sampan and burned two large piles of rice.

On the morning of 2 March, the PT PARTRID•E detected two Chi.

nese Nationalist trawlers, TIIGM SHYANG No. 3 and YEQIG SHYANG No.

5 about 30 miles southeast of Phu VIMh (XR 76 55). The vessels were

wooden hulled, 80 tins, and 30 meters in length. The trawlers were

searched initially by the WB; hoever, a thorough search was not

possible because of hard ice and fish in the holds. The VNN WPB 707

arrived and took custody of the trawlers at 1345H and escorted them

to Cat Lo for a complete search and turnover of the trawlers and per-

sonunel to cuotom officials.
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Kit Carson Scouts (KCS) in contact with the enenvr about five

miles east of Tra Vlnh (XR 503 067) requested gunf ire support from

the OT CAUTrION an the evening of 5 March. The KCS were receiving

fire from an estimated 60 VC. After the KCS were exctracted,, the WPB

directed .50 caliber fire into the area probably killing four VC and

destroying me structure.* The KCS killed two VC and captured two

others.* There were no friendly casualties.

The PT BANKS (USCO 1WPB) launched her skimmewr on the afternoon

of 29 IHarch to conduct a dayl1ight visual reconnaissance of an area

about 12 miles north of Tra Vinh (XS 693 038). The sldimer entered

a canal and received automatic weapons CA smull arms fire from four

cacealed ambush locatims on both banks of the canal. The wB sup.

pressed the fire with .50 caliber,, rad then fired 8hu orasi

both banks. A helo gunship In the area was called in and placed a

strike In the area. It was estimated that at least two of the enewr

were woundied, The W destro~yed three sazq~es and two structures

and heavily damaged three structures * There were no friendly casualties.

PCF's 4~8 and 87 conducted a corral operation on 29 Marchabout

six mileB vest of Ben Tre (I3 500 250). The operation was designedt

to disrupt emV infiltration and supplies that were reported in the

area. There were approximately 100 Junks and suiupans boarded during

the operation; however, nothing suspicious was observed and no one

wasl detained,
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Fourth Coastal 7one

:iarket Time units returned to the Fourth Coastal "'one at 1200H

on 10 march to man seven special patrol areas in Market Time area

nine to counter reported Viet Cong infiltration by sea. The units,

consisting of four PCF's and 18 PBR's, were assigned to Coumander

Task Group 115.4/213.4 for a ten day evaluation period. At the

completion of eight days operations, 36 persons had been detained for

fishing in restricted zones or lack of identification cards; however,

none of the detainees were classified as Viet Cong or Viet Cong sus-

pects. Although the results did not substantiate intelligence reports j
of large scale enemy infiltration in this area. Commn~der TRsk Force

115 recommended that these patrols be maintained at their present

level and be extended for an additional 20 days and based his recom-

mendation on the situation in Cambodia and the possibility of an in-

creased exodus from Cambodian territory by eneW units

On 20 March, C(YMtAVFORV directed that eight PBR's be chopped to

Commander Task Group 194.0 for assignmnt to CTO 194.2. On 24 March,

six PBR's were chopped to Comunder Task Group 194.3 leaving four

PCF's and four PBR's for the Special Gulf of Thailand patrol.

The Market Tim surveillance units detected 5,465 craft In

their special patrol areas. Surveillance results were high as over

80 per cent of the craft were either inspected or boarded. There

were 2,014 inspections and 2,1483 boardings resulting in the detention -

S• ! of 128 persons.
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special Gulf of Thailand Patrol

1,hile on patrol on the night of 10 1Harch in special Market Time

area BRAVO Two, PBR's of RIVDIV 572 sighted an unlighted sampan about

20 miles north of Soug Ong Doe (VR 813 34o). The sampan with three

occupants imwediately evaded to the beach. The sampan was illuminated

and taken under fire destroying the sampan. Enaey casualties were

On the morning oe 12 H•arch, BR's 55 and 145, while on patrol, I
observed a sampan on the beach about 20 miles north of Scog Ong Doc

(VR 814 382). Upon closing the sampan, it. was found to be abandoned

vIth two other sampans about 200 meters to the south, one of which

was %iuouflaged. Due to shallow water, the PBR's were unable to get

closer than 200 asters to the sampansand they wea taken under fire

damaging on three samptns.

At 2100H, on the night of 16 March, PCF 75 detected three un-

lighted saxpans close to shore about 23 miles north of Song Ong Doc

(VR 80•1). R 55 and MR 145, In company with the "Swift" boat,
searched the sampans and found various medical supplies ad shovels

de from amo b•es and metal casings. One of the occupants stated

that he lived In a village close by, and that there were several VC

in the area. The three sampan., with nine Vietnamsse, were detained

and turned over to authorities In Song Cg Doc for further questioning.

* 
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On the afternoon of ýO March, PCr 36 was transitting from An

Thoi to Ha T ien when 13BIA Tran Van Duc fell overboard and droned.

"The body was recovered and returned to An Thoi for further disposition.

"B3R's 109 and 764 of RIVDIV 513 were on patrol'at 1300 on 28

"larch in special Market Time area ?ULU about 14 kilometers northwest

of Rach Gia (VS 988 160) and stopped and searched a sampan. The PBR's

found three dead and two wounded Vietnamese. The occupants claimed A'

to have been fired on by a helicopter at 110011 that morning. The oc-

cupants were taken to Rach Gia and turned over to the MILPHAP team

for disposition.

Gulf of Thailand Offshore Patrol Unit Area 8/9
(WIMEC Issigned) CMG 115.6

On the afternoon of I March in a mismion cleared by the Naval

Gunfire Liaison Officer (NGLO), Ca Mau, the USCOC WA4ILTCI (MIIEC 715 )

fired on a suspected Viet Cong base area about nine miles northeast

of New Song Ong Doc (VR 855 145). The cutter destroyed one large

structure and one bunker and heavily damaged five structures. In

addition, there were three enemy probably killed.

The next afternoon, the hMNILTC1 was again called on to fire

a destructive mission on a VC base area and ammo cache about seven

miles north northeast of New Song Ong Dc¢ (VR 850 117). In the

mission, the five inch gun of the cutter destroyed one structure,

damaged three structures and probably killed three VC. .4'
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W the afternoon of 10 M.arch, the USCGC HAMILTON fixed a mission

on structures, bunkers, and approximately 20 VC in an area about 9 miles

north northeast of iRew Song Ong Doc (VR 860 143). The mission was re-

quested and cleared by the Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer (NILO),

Ca .•au. In this mission, the cutter destroyed ten structures and one

large sampan and damaged one sampan ad 11 structures. There was one

secondary explosion. Enwe casualties were unknown. f
The USCCC DALLAS (l6VC 716) fired two missions on the afternoon

of 23 March about five and eight miles northeast of Song Ong Doc (VR I .

862 o59, VR 854 114). The missions were requested by CTG 194.2 and

cleared by the NILO, Ca Hau. In the two missions, the cutter des* ) i

troyed five structures, one bumker and damaged nine structures and

two bunkers. Enev casualties were unknown.

On the morning of 26 March, the USCGC CHASE (WHEC 718) received

a call for fire in support of the 21st ARVN Division. The target was

described as a VC position along a canal and located about 7 miles

northeast of Song Ong Doc (VR 837 108). The cutter destroyed four

structures and three sampans and damaged 11 structures, four bunkers,

and two saipans. A late report credited the cutter with one VC killed.

In the afternoon the CHASE was again called upon to provide

support to 21at ARVN Division, about eight miles northwest of Song

Ong Doc (VR 859 114). The tapete were described ae VC structures,,

saarns, and troop concentrations. The five inch gmn of the cutter .

destroyed one structure and one sampan and damaged three structures

and one sampan. There was one VC killed.
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The UJCGC DAIlAS (I.EC71 6 ) fired on three enemy positions on

the afternoon of 27 'March about eight miles north of Song Ong Doc

(VR 832 157). The mission was requested and cleared by CTO 194.2.

The cutter destroyed seven structures and seven sampans and heavily I
damaged 14 structures, seven sampans and one bunker. There were three

VC probably killed.

The USS CaLECv, (DD 886) conducted a call fire mission on the

norning of 30 March about three miles north of Song Ong Doc (VR 840 4
045). The mission was requested by the NILO Ca Mau and consisted

of VC structures. The five inch gun of the destroyer damaged 23

structures and ten sampans and destroyed 10 structures and four

sampans. There were two VC killed.

In the afternoon, the OP.ECK fired a mission about 25 miles 5

north of Song Qng Doc (VR 839 512) on VC structures. This mission

was requested by the ?th ARVN Division. There were three structures

and one bridge destroyed and three structures damaged along with one

secondary explosion. Enerv casualties were unkown.

The following morning, the destroyer was again requested to

provide gunfire support to the 7th ARVI Division. The targets were

located about 10 miles north of Song Ong Doc (VR 829 006) and con. .. i

sisted of structures and VC concentrations. There were three struc.-

tures destroyed and eight structures damaged and one VC killed.
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Stable Door

There ware 30,318 craft detected by Stable Door forces in the

harbors of the Second Coastal Zone during March, more than 10,000

more than the February total of 26,383. Of these, 6,309 wor inspected

and another 4,95 were boarded. As a result of these checks, 25

craft and 200 persons were detained for lack of or altered identifi-

cation papers, possession of contraband, or restricted zone violations.

Unit One - Vuna Tau

Cn 2 March, Picket 29 stopped a 90 foot Junk for routine in-

spection and found a burlap bag containing ten powads of marijunia.

The Master, Vucng Asat, crew, and contraband were detained and turned 3

over to the Coastal Oroup 33 advisor for disposition,

Picket 29 while on routine patrol was hailed by the fishing

trawler YOUO SHINE 3 and requested to transport a crew member suffer.

ing from appendicitis to the pier. The crew member was taken to the

pier where a 34)Sth Medical Dispensary aib'ulance transported the pa-

tient to the dispensary for treatmnt.

SOn 16 March, the SS HOWELL L Sj, anchored in Foxtrot Eight,

notified the Harbor Entrance Control post (HlCP) that they had an

inJured man aboard and requested assistance. Picket 29 was dispatched

to transport the ma to the KtT3 piers where an Alaska Barge and

Transport avbulance transported him to the 345th Medical Dispensary

for treatmint.
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The USS PAGE COUNTY (LST1076), anchored in Foxtrot Fourteen,

requested assistance from the HECP in transporting three injured men

to the hospital on 23 March. LCPL 33 picked the injured men up and

took them to the MSTS piers where a hospital ambulance transported

them to the 345th Medical Dispensary for treatment.

Unit Two - Cam Ranh Bhy

Specialist 5 Thomas Turner, U. S. Ariqy, a generator ship sentry,

was embarked on LCPL 45 on a routine patrol on the evening of 6 March

for indoctrination. During the patrol, Turner dropped a concussion

grenade in the boat after pulling the pin. The boat captain, SM2

Tate, told everyone to jump over the side. Turner attempted to re-

trieve the grenade, and it exploded in his left hand. Turner was

taken to the 12th Air Force Hospital were it was reported that he

lost his left forearm and hand. There was only minor damage sustained

by LCPL 45.

Early on the morning of 9 March, a swimmr at the north end of

Cam Ranh Village was investigated by Skimmer 27. A Vietnamese beach-

ing a flotation device, probably an air mattress about four feet by

two feet, was observed. The swipmer successfully evaded, and Skirmme

27 resumed normal patrol.

LCPL 66 stopped a water taxi, on the morning of 15 March, for

a routine inspection. A Vietnamse female was detained for having

six one gallon cans of red lead primer in her possession with "U.S.',

marked on the cans. The paint was confiscaed., and the detainee was*

turned over to the Military Polic Cax Ranh Bay, for disposition.
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On the evening of 19 March, the AO HILLICOMA was preparing to

get underway when she reported to the HECP that som thing was at-

tached to her anchor chain. The IMt Team was notified and made an

inspection; however, nothing was found.

Skimmer 26 reported a smll junk In a restricted area near the

Amino Pier wva attempting to evade on the morning of 24 March. The "<

Vietnamese aboard the junk grabbed something and started running up

the sandbar. Warning shots were fired, but he continued running.

As he passed the Skijmmr, he threw smething into the water, and SH .

Comanella shot him in the left arm. The boat crew then apprehended

him and took him to Pier Threew here an azi~mo etransported him to

the 12th Air Force Hospital. Intelligence reports indicated that the

Vietnamese, Nguyen Do, stated that he heard the warning shots but

was afraid and he thoeht that he could escape cocqlete37 if he was

able to reach his hamlet. It further indicated that the detainee %

and family had lived in Su Chin villa for six years. The BI Team

checked the area for the object which was thrown into the water with

negative results.

On the evening of 27 March, Skimer 27 reported two U. S. Arik r

personnel departing Cam Ranh Village through the fence within five

feet of the sentry end then proceeding north up the hill to the

rood. A short time later, two pereona im civilian clothes using

the sam route to enter the village were haild. One stopped and

was tuned over to the M.P.'s 1ho identified him as a orowir of

the U. S. Steam Ship CATOTN VICTORY. The M.P.'s also took the sentry

into custody for dereliction of duty.
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The Skirmiir 30 stopped a water taxi on the evening of 29 March

and detained two Merchant Marine Seamen wiho had boarded the taxi at

Cam Rlanh Village. The detainees., Gabriel Sellers and Thomas N. Eruska,

were turned over to the Military Police for disposition.

Unkit Three -u Nhon

The Harbor Entrance Control Post received reports on 5 March

that a junk carring VC and supplies had been sighted proceeding

south.* LCPL 69 was dispatched, and after firing, the junk came a-

langslde. There were six persons aboard the junk but no weapons. Two

imore junks In thie area were stopped and neither had any seapons on.

board. Fifteen persons were detained and turned over to the VNN S-2

Yuý for questioning.

On 10OMarch, the HECPvwamnotified that asweep was to be mde

by a corbined police and Rural Force Troops and requested Unit Three

to providle a blocking force. The troops picked up six U. S. person-

nel that were unauthorized absentees from their units and seven VC

suspects.

At j456H. on 12 March, an eXPlosion occurred between the De-

long Pier and the AMERCWLK) causing a hole eighteen feet by five feet,

five feet belowi the waterline, The A)URCWIDD got underway adwas

pushed ashore by tugs to keep her from sinking. Two people were

sighted in the area after the explosion and ware, taken under fire

with negative results,* The ship coWleted offloading and departed

for Singapore for repairs on the afternoon of the 14th.
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A 750 pound bomb was sighted by the 1 st Platoon, 203rd Aero Re-

connaissance Company on 10 March, and they requested the Stable Door

EOD team to dispose of it. The team and three Sea Cobras were taken

to the scene where a defensive perimeter was established, and the

bomb detonated without incident.

on the night of 6-7 March in a preplanned operation, Sea Cobras y.

were inserted by an Army skimner near Vinh Quang Village. During the

night, several persons were sighted attempting to determine the size

of the force; however, no contact was made till daylight on the 7th

when loud voices and two sampans were heard approaching their position. T7T

The team opened fire when they were within 30 feet killing one VC and

wounding three more. The Sea Cobras also captured one VC.

On the morning of 23 March, a 14 month old girl was brought to

the HECP with a deep three inch cut in her left leg suffered two days

earlier. The assistant Officer-in-Charge cleaned the wound, and then ....

Unit Three personnel took her to the Province Hospital for further

treatmeunt.

Unit Fc-ar - Nha Trang

A Vietnamese water taxi inforzmd LCPL 43 on 2 March of a body

floating in the harbor. LCPL 43 proceeded to the area and spotted

the body of a Vietnamese boy. The body wae taken to the Unit Four

Pier and turned over to the Vietnamese National Police for further

transfer to the Province Hospital.

7 ~ ~ ~~72 8FIETA
af rWA ý 7" 'T '



Skiimmers 28 and 74~ provided transportation for 150 Montagiaud

troops and their U. S. advisors cii the evening of 2 March.

On the night ofl15 March, a U. S. ArfILark informed LCPL 4

that they had spotted a partly submerged object near the power ships.

The Stable Door EOD Team proceeded to the area and found a 55 galicu

drum partially fille! with water but no explosives. The drum was

towed to the beach for disposal.

1zUnit Four provided skimmer tranisportationi throughout the mocnth

for small groups of ARVN and Montapards. However, on 28 March., Skim-

mur 28 was tasked with providing transportationi for Vice President

Ky and his personial party from the VNN FOM 609tohis villa.

On 30 March,, Skimmers 25 and 228, with Vietnamuse Natiounal Po-

lice oni board, coniducted operationis in the North River. The VNNP

boarded and searched approiumtely 35 craft and detained ten Vist-

nam'ese civilians and nine small arm of various tyrpes. All detainees

and weaponis were released after verification~ and idmntificationi.
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'Jea Float/Tran Hung DaO III

During �!arch, there vere over 265 gunfire support missions, in-

cluding 'ea Float and SEAL missions. The primay emphasis continued

to be rpacification of the Ca Nau peninsula, although the gunfire

support missions were designed to maximize damage to known or suspeuted

Viet Cong base are-s, extortion stations, and secret zones. During

the first two vmeks of !larch, the enemy assumed a more aggressive

posture as the number of enemy initiated firefights increased. IHost

of the activity wms directed against the Mobile Strike Force troops,

rather than the Naval units. However, pre-emptive sweeps by the MSF

and SEAL's, and 11 and I fire by Naval units, have kept the enemy off

balance. An example of this occurred an 6 March when nine rounds of

i and I fire were placed on several VC reported about three kilometers

north of Sea Float. A subsequent sweep of the area uncovered 32 75,u w

barrage rockets and 13 multiple tube rocket launchers in an L-shaped

revetment. Part of the tubes were pointed at the Solid Anchor site

and part were pointed at Sea F3oat. it was estimated that the enemy

was about five hours away from launching his rocket attack when he

was discovered.

To counter the enemy threat against friandly installaions this

month, U. S. and VN SEAL's, Kit Carson Scouts, and Mobile Strike Force

troops continued the intensive use of randomized sweeps employed the

latter part of February. This random area disruption continued to ' A

keep the enenry off balance by forcing him to move and denying him

the long term use of previously secure base areas. Indications at

76 A



J nonth's end ..ere that these operations had tempcrari].y dispersed any

general ground threat; although the enemy doer have the caparity to

rebuild and reposition.

The security of the Solid Anchor site was also enhanced by the

operations in the area and permitted land fill and co- -truction to

progress. At month's and, approximately 35 per cent of the land fill

was completed. The construction of the Advanced Tactical Support Base 4

portion of Solid Anchor, or that portion which will house those facil-

ities currently aboard Sea Float were 37 par cent completed and included

ten large Zoutheast Asia ilut (SEAHUTS). Landfill was slower than

originally anticipated because of rough weather, the dredge breakdown at

Poulo Obi, and the strikes against iCH%'-BRJ in Saigon.

The follot.ing U. S. and WIE! craft and unitz cparated in the Sea

float AG during part or all of the month: PICIF's 3, 9, 17, 22, 35,

36, 37, 38, 52, 56, 72, 73, 82, 89, 92, 94, 96, 691, 69?, 693, 694,

and 695; USS TEILREL COMITY (LST-1151), USS WASHOE COu TY (I T-1165);

USS A, TEI.CPS (PG 86), USS READY (Fr 87), USS ASHEVILLE (PG 8h); LCPL;

Sea Float River Assault Craft Detachment consisting of ATC's 4,9, and

"13, .YPB's2and 3, 7ippo 2, and Utility Boat 2" SEAL Team Detachment
12 DetTeachtahmnt ent•

GULF; Underwater Deinolition Team 12 Detachment GOLF, Duffle Bag Team • ,.

CTE 194.1.5.,?,- Seaivolves; Slicks- OV-10's; IS.Ms IN 401, iiQ 03, and

!IQ 4(:h; ISSL HQ 228 ; LSIL HQ 331; V7I0 PCF's 01, OZ, o4, 10, 12, and

13; Coastal Groups 33, 35, and 36 craft and personmnel; VNJN ?OLWAR

Team; V'KT Reaction Team; VliN [Rangers; "obile Strike Force troops;

!'obila Strike Team TI('.• Detachments RIXTPO' AJD G'T; Vtegional Force

77

LA rS~~~



troops; :,it Carson Scouts; and E0DU1UPAC Team V.I 03. These forcer

continued to conduct psyops missions and escort services for logiC;-

tics craft along the rivers and canals. Air assets provided psyops

Missions in those areas inaccessible to the craft. The afloat units

and the :lobile Advanced Tactical Support Base conducted nightly H and

I fire into kncn. and suspected VC base camps and extortion areas.

CDR Patrick, Chief Staff Officer, CTF 115, and CDR Trang, Chief

Staff Cfficer, CTF 213, attenaded ceremonies at the Trang Hung Dao I

village on 7 March.

Ln 9 March, CAPT E. I. Finke, U,% Deputy Senior i~aval Advisor, J j,

and CAPT N., T. Chan, VWN leet Commander, were briefed on Sea Float

and Solid Anchor and toured the Solid Anchor site, Tran Hung Dao

villages, and the VNN ships.

Will If. Suerstedt, USN, First SEA LORDS Commander, Commander

Task Group 194.O, and "GEN Dolvin, USA, Prospective Chief

of Staff, USM1ACV, visited Sea Float and were briefed on Sea Float

operations and achievements on 10 March.

Commodore Tran Von Chon, VNN, Chief of Naval Operations and

Captain Rauch, USN, Senior Naval Advisor, received a short operations

briefing on 12 March. The party then visited the Biet Hai camp where

Commodore Chon presented awards.

In an awards ceremony on 13 March, Brigadier General Nghi, ARVIN, *

Commanding General, 21st ARVII Division, presented awards to two I0'ISF
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advisors, five U. S. sailcrs, amd four V-J sailors. Following the

ceremony, the general toured the Tran Hung Dac villages.

On 13 larch, Captain David F. Emerson, USil relieved Commander

T. R. 14. Emory, USN, as Cmmarider Task Group 115.7.

General Rosscn, Deputy COMUIXSTACV, Vice Admiral E. R. Zumwalt Jr.,

USN, COXNAVFORV, B•GI Nghi, ARVa, CO, 21!3t AWNI• Division, Rear Admiral

Tridge, Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet Chaplains, Colonel Cuong, ARVN, Chief

An Xuyen Province, and Captain Dise, USN, Commander Naval Support Ac-

tivity, Saigon, visited Sea Float on 19 I-arch and received briefing on

"current operations and construction progress of Solid Anchor.

On 22 March, Commander Paul E. Treagy Jr., 'S,, relieved Captain

David F. Emerson, USI, as Commander Task Group 115.7.

Vice Admiral J. W. Smith, USN, COMPHIfPAC, and staff visited

Sea Float on 28 March and was briefed on current operations and

intelligence. The party then toured the Solid Anchor site and Kit

Carson Scout Camp where the Admiral addressed the KCS.

From 28-30 March, two Field Historians, LCDR V. Isenburg Jr., 4
USN, and LTJG S. Frantz, USNR, visited the Sea Float complex, re-

ceiving courehensive briefings. Easter Sunday was spent on a .C? j"C
escorting the USS MARK (AKL-28) with the lhth awli for Sea Flaot from

the mouth of the Bo De River to Sea Float and at the Tran Hung Dao

villages with the Sea Float psyops personnel.
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SEA Perations

: 2IAk ,ission was conducted or, the night of 3 ',arch about five

"n- s southwest of Sea -A2oat (VQ 89h 5h3). 'Ihe SEAL's were inserted by

a 'Ick hel .,Ath •eawolves providing air support and set up an inter-

dictkon post targeted against VC sampans in the area. A sampan, when

hailed, attempted to evade and was taken under fire killing the two

occunants. Due to their position being compromised, the 'EAL's were

extracted by LCVL and returned to the Nobile Advanced Tactical Support

Base ('!'TD). There were no friendly casualties.

un 9 'arch, EkIL Team WE, Detachment GOLF, and a Kit Carson

tout nlatoon were inserted by Slick about 27 kilometers northeast

cf Sea Float WQ 263 893 to capture a medical supply station. The

troops patrolled 300 motors west to the target and searched the

surrounding .rea. During the search, sporadic small arms fire was

received and suppressed without sustaining any friendly casualties

while cne VC was killed. After the landing zone was secured, the

troops were extracted and returned to Sea Float. There were four

structures and two tons of rice destroyed and four kilos of medical

supplies captured.

Three structures and one ton of rice were destroyed by SEAL's

and KCZ on the morning of 13 March 18 kilometers northeast of Sea

Float (1,4 161 85). The patrol was inserted by Slick, and sweeping -*

south and east, it searched numerous bunkers, structures, and canals.

An interdiction post was set as an elderly male approached followed
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by one armed. The first male was detained and the second when hailed

attempted to evade and was taken under fire. The troops were then ex-

tracted by Slick and returned to Sea Float. There were no friendly

casualties and enemy casualties were unknown, end one male was detained.

SEAL's in the Sea Float AO,, acting on KCS intelligence, were in-

serted by Slick about 32 kilometers northeast of Old Nam Can (WQ 169

885) on the afternoon of 14 'larch to capture village and Viet Cong

infrastructures. After Insertion, Seawolves and the Slick took a

small group of VC under fire. The SEAL's made contact with the enemy

a few minutes later and captured two VC who were extracted by Slick

Uhile the remainder of the unit established an interdiction site in f
the elephant grass along the canal. Immediately after extraction,,

personnel began to return to the area and were taken under fire. The

SEAL's called for extraction and began receiving automatic weapons A
fire. Seawolves and the S.ick placed strikes on the eneiV positions w
and suppressed the fire. The extraction of the remainder of the units

was accomplished without further incidents. There were nine VC captured

and one VC wounded. There were no friendly casualties.

In a mnisionthe following day, to search a hamlet where a VC

squad was reported to be, SEAL's and three KCS were inserted by Slick

about 12 miles northeast of Sea Float (WQ 135 823). They patrolled

500 meters east along the canal searching ten hootches with negative

results. They then patrolled along the north bank and found one

hootch with one ton of rice which was destroyed. The unit was extracted

by Slick without any contact with the enenq.
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Six SEAL's and two KCS were inserted by Slick about 11 miles

northeast of Sea Float (IQ 12h 79h) on 25 March to destroy a VC ex-

change. They patrolled 100 meters to the south to a large hootch

and found the PX inside. The patrol then continued to the north

searching hootches. They found 50 kilos of rice and ten kilos of

clothing hidden in the brush. Four detainees and the captured goods

were extracted while the troops continued their patrol. Thirty min-

utes later, several armed males approached and were taken under fire.

The area was then checked and all personnel extracted and returned

to Sea Float without further incident. There were three VC killed,

one VC probably killed, and four persons detained. In addition, four

sa.'pans, two structures, 200 kilos of rice, and miscellaneous supplies

were destroyed, and three kilos of medical supplies and three kilos

of documnts were captured. There were no friendly casualties.

A SEAL mission to captiue a District Security Chief was planned

on KCS intelligence and was conducted on the afternoon of 27 March

about 17 miles northeast of Sea Float (WQ 177 877). Ten SEAL's and

one KCS were inserted by Slick and searched the targeted hootch with

negative results. Seawolves, providing air support, pinned down two

males in bunkers allowing the SEAL's to captlre them. The patrol

continued north and searched threb hootches finding large quantities

of rice and a large sapan mortar. Several armed males were sighted

during the patrol and taken under fire. The SEAL's were extracted

by Slick and returned to Sea Float without further incident. There

were four VC killed and two VC captured. The SEAL's destroyed one

ton of rice, four structures, and one large sampan motor. There were

no friendly casualties.
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Sea Float Missions

At 193011, 28 February, while inserting Mobile Strike Force (N4SF)

troops about six miles east of Sea Float (WQ 187 703), PCF's 17 and 94I

tripped a claymore mine which impacted astern of the units. At this

point, a large barrier was found across the canal with many punji pits

along the banks. The 1SF swept to the east discovering a small base

camp of four hootches and four bunkers in which they set up for the

night. As the "Swift" boats withdrew to the Song Cua Lon to set up

a waterborne guardpost, they received B-40 fire from the south bank.

The fire was immediately returned and suppressed. Two sampans were

sighted as they exited the canal and when pursued turned and heAded

back Into the canal. They were taken under fire hitting one VC who

fell into the water and wouding the other. Upon investigating, six

other sampans were spotted in the canal, but the occupants made good }iw

their escape. Four sampans were towed out to the SoM Cua Lon, but

due to approaching darkness, the other four saMas, which contained

three B-40 rockets, rice, and various other assorted food and clothing,

were sunk. PCF's 691 and 692 arrived on the scene, and then PCF's

17 and 691 towed the sampans to Sea Float while PCF's 94 and 692

set up a IMOP. At first light an 1 March, the 1SF destroyed the base

camp and then swept the ambush area with negative results. There

was one VC killed and one VC wOM~ded while there were no friendly A
casualties. In addition, four sampans, two sampan motors, four bunkers,

5,ooO pounds of rice, and three B-4O rockets were destroyed. Four

sampans, two sampan motors, 1,100 pounds of rice and two kilos of '

documents were captured.

83 u m a



4

,n the afternoon of 10 :larch, .:it Carson %couts were innerted by

lic' wi~th ,eawo ovevs -providing air cover about 12 miles northeast of

ca *Kioat ('O 137 876) to capture a VC supply station. After insertion,

the "('C patrolled "00 meters to the supply station, while the Seavolve:"

too]' four" VC under fire killing two VC. The XCS cantured seven VC and

then destroyed the station. During the extraction, small arms and

automatic weapons fire was received and suppressed by Seawolves. The

extraction was then completed, and all units returned to Sea Float. '1he

'C:, captured 200 kilos of supplies, two kilos of medical supplies, and

one kilo of documents. They destroyed two sampans, one sampan motor,

one structure, and two tons of miscellaneouc supplies.

(n the afternoon of 20 I-larch, PCF's 72 and 691 were escorting the

tur, SA'IrTA2 and two Pouli Obi barges to the Solid Anchor site when two

B-10 rockets were received astern of the convoy. The "Swift" boats

inmediately countered with 8 1mm mortar and .50 caliber machine gun

fire into the ambush site. Seawolves covering a SEAL mission to the

norti) vere diverted to the area, and en route, they took a sampan

leaving the ambush site at high speed under fire. The Seawolves then

niaced strikes in the ambush area and returned to where the sampan

had been ounk only to find three VC trying to salvage the sampan and

supplies. A minigun strike was placed on the sampan probably killing

the three VC. The tug transit then continued to the Solid Anchor

site without further incident.

Cn. the afternoon of 24i I.arch, A-3, T-9, and ?- 2 were on route . 1
to Squaro Day when a Piale waving a flag was sighted in the water
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Sbozt. c0 i0-::c, t. of rea ,oat (VO 859 609). There vere eight other

- in on the ban',. The :J.,C thought the men i;ere Hoi Chanhs, and T- 0,

V too:: the une man aboard !,here he revealed that all nine -.ere "D and

er-,•;nel. ,'ho hnd been held in a VC 'o017 camt. That morning ihile

on wor,, detail south of the song Cua ,on, they made good their oecape

to the north by overpmoerilC three VC guards. Unon reaching the Song

Cua :on, they patcbed a sanpan and crossed to the north bank and then

hailed the ;[AC ' ar they headed vest. The nine men were taken aboard

the *UC and then transferred to PC!"s 38 and 56. They were returned

to 3ea Float ond turned over to the :!aval Intelligence Officer, Namx

(Can, for interrogation.
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mV: rHFT SHIPS

I1he following, SEVENTHFLT ships operated in NAKE V~rlE during the

Jflcrth of larch 1970.

1155 EIATTLE (1,45G-434I) 1-18

ms Prfl4E (Mjso4466) 1 9.31

USCOC 'KLA14AT1I (WUEc-6 6) 11-31

USS PEACCCK (I,5C-1 98) 29-31

TUSS AOrELOPE (p0-86) 1..10 17-24i

USS READY (!.M-87) 7-13

USS ASHENILI, (pG-8t4) 11-26

trsS REApEti (m1so- 4L67) 1-18

U.SS ACIIS (MS0..5O8) 19-311

Uss wIDGMcN 1MC28  1.mI 23-28

USCOC DALLAS (IWEC-?16) 1-10 22-31

USCGC 1MELLa (WREC-717) 1-11 20-??
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`4'17"s As.-b'nc.-i to Coastal Aivisions as of 3 April 1970 +i•

gl•V8"i ~THIRTEEN ,•
.SA DEC

3 38 82 693 20 511 87
9 ho 88 691 21 55 90

17 50 89 695 27 59 95
18 5: 93 31 61 97
?Z 56 91j 32 65 98

35 7? 96 45 71 99
36 73 691 48 7h 102
37 75 69? 53 76 103

(77) (24)

.CF's In vverhaul
PCF location Commenced ETC EST LENGTH
75Cm11T n ay 03AP 7 MAY 70 0Dy
63 Cam Ranh Bay 16MAR 70 25 APR 70 40 Days
6U Cam Ranh Bay 04 VIAt 70 1 .3) A F 70 Lv Uays V
6 Cat l.o 20 FEB 70 0h APR 70 45 Days

60 Qui :hon 19 XAR 70 03 MAY 70 45 Days

TOTAL NON-ASSIGNED PCF (05)
oRAUD TOTAL (56)
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M4AR=E TIME
101THLY HISTORICAL StMCARY

MARCH 1970
STATISTICAL SECTION

1. Average No. U. S. ships/craft on patrol during month.

!ISO '3SC VPB PCF LST PG 1"HEC PBR
F "F T r -T ~T

2. Average 11o. VNN ships/craft employed during manth.

SEA FORCE RIVER FORCE COASTAL FORCE

3. U. S. Activity: L

TOTAL DETECTED VOW DAY 16, 442 NIGHT 5,862
STEEL DAY 172 NIGHT 184 22,W

TOTAL DISPECTED YvO DAY 6,342 NIGHT 2,999
STEEL DAY 138 NIGHT 156 9635

TCITAL BOARDED WOOD DAY 6,293 NIgHT 977 I
STEEL DAY 3 NIGHT 3 7.2?6

W. VIN Activity:

JU11KS S&&RCHED 7495w0 JWRKS DETA714ED 69
PERSmuS SEARCHED 306,6h2 IZRSCNS DETAINED 306

5. U. S. Activity:

JINKS DETAINED 107 P OCNS DETAIBED 575

6. STABIL DCORM

J•NKS DETAINED: 30,318
JLNKS nISPECTED: 6,3o9
JUIKS BOARDED: 4,9955

7. !tARTr TLMl ICPS/SEA LORDS: •

KIA (BC): 108 KIA(EST): 109 WilA,: 24, CIA: 23
JMIKXS/SAMPANS DESTROYED: 175 JWIUS/SAMPANS DAMAGED: 49
"STRUCTURE/BUMK DESTROYEDs 628 STRUCTURES/BUIKERS DAMAGED: 287
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RIVER PATROL F0C~E SUMAIHY~"

Game Varden

The .iver Patrol Forces were further reduced during the month

of March. River Squadron 53, including five river divisions, was

disestablished on the 31st of the month. Operations continued smooth-

ly as River Divisions 511,512,51h,515, and 592 turned over their

areas of responsibility to their Vietnamese Navy counterparts.

k-perational forces assigned to Game ,.arden during the month

included SEA! Detachment ALFA and BJU Team 13 at Binh Thuy; MST

Detachments AIFA and DELTA with the Fourth and Fifth SEAL Platoons

at Itha Be; and ".ST Detachment BRAVC at Phu Cuong. Other assigned

support included 011-10's on call from VAL-it at Binh Thuy and Vung

Tau. Two HAL-3 helicopters were assigned overhead support at Nha

Be in the Rung Sat Special ?one. The remaining Game Warden assets

were assigned directly to other operational commanders throughout

the Delta.

Game Warden SEAL Operations '

In the Rung Sat Special "one, SEAL operations consisted of

night insertions, setting canal and trail guardposts, support of

Wolfpack operations, and search missions in reaction to intelli-

gencs.

Contact with the ene,• remained at a low level throughout the

month with casualties and damage inflicted during the brief contacts

generally unknown.
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At 030011 on the morning of 6 March, LT Jackoski and LTJG Norio

departed INha Be with a patrol of 11 SEAL's in an MSSC. ENS Scott

took the SEAL's down thA Long Tau shipping channel to the Dong Dinh

River just north of the village of Can Gio in the RSSZ. The SEAL's

inserted at YS 087 561 on the east bank of the Long Dong Dinh. This

area was a suspected extortionist point for the Viet Cong. The SEAL's

moved out to the east on patrol. As the patrol moved out, one of

the SEAL's tripped a booby trapped concussion grenade cc-.promising

the patrol's position. At 0600, the pat,'ol was extracted by MSSC

about N4 kilometers southeast of Nha Be. On return to the base, the

wounded SEAL war treated for a ruptured eardrum. No contact was made

with the enemy.

At 100011 on the 25th, LT Jackoski with seven SEAL's were deposited

by a U. S. Ary Slick helicopter south of Nhon Trach at YS 083 785.

Once inserted, the SEAL's patrolled to the southeast. After moving

through the mud approximately 200 meters, four VC were sighted mov-

ing to the south on foot. The patrol took the VC under fire. Re-

ceiving light automatic weapons fire in return, the SEAL's requested

an air strike. One VC was killed in the exchange of fire, LCDR

Wolniewikz placed a strike by LUFT at the direction of the patrol.

Moving west appraxImately 300 meters, the patrol was extracted by

Slick and returned to Nha Be at 1115H. There we.e no friendly cas-

ualties.

A six man SEAL patrol. lead by LT Gardner, departed Nha Be by

Slick at 2145H on the 25th to insert at YS 0C17 797 about four k~ileters
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northeast of ,ha Be. CDR Price and LCDR Wolniewikz provided overhead cover

with an 1.HIr. The SEAL's patrolled about two kilometers with no

contact just south of Ahon Trach. At 17051, the patrol was extracted

by 'lick and reinserted at XS 978 818 at the upper end of the IMoung Canal

leading off the Nha Be River. As the UI't provided overhead cover, the

SEAL's moved east away from the river. At about 1730H, two VC were

,ighted but evaded into the thick nippa palm growth before the SEAL

IJTeam could open fire. The SEAL's patrolled back to the Moung Canal

and were extracted by ENS Mtrsh in an LSSC, returning to Nha Be at

Game V:arden OperatiOns in the Rung Sat Social 7one

Game Warden units in the Rung Sat Special ?one continued in
their sunport of the VA. operations throughout the month of March.

PBR's from TU 116.9.1 provided blocking forces, patrolled the RSSZ,

provided cover for SEAL and EOD operations, and gave fire support

as required by the Senior Advisor RSSZ. Throughout the month, despite

continued patrols, Wolfpack operations, and setting VDOP's, contact
V with the enemy remained light.

F; 
f;~On the 5th of March, five iBRe provided a blocking force for

the Vietnamese National Police at Nha Be. At 1515H,, one platoon of

National Police, embarked on th6 PBR'a, set a waterborne blocking
cordon In the waterway of the Nha Be River adjacent to the town of

Nha Be. Once the water route was blocked, the National Police began

a search of the tomn. On completion of the search, 14 detainees were

91
~~~~A ... 

llii m



taken. The action took place at the request of National Police of

the 1jha Be District in Gia Dinh Province and DSA Nha Be. There was

no resistance and no friendly casualties.

one of the most extensive operations to take place in the ISSZ

began on the merning of the 10th of March. All units in the RSSZ

participated in a combined action throughout the day. Participating

U. S. r~avy units included the RSSZ Senior Advisor, U. S. Navy and

Marine Corps Advisors, ASPB's from TO 116.9, PBR's from TU 116.9.1,

U*Va's from TU 116.9.8, and OV-1O's on call from Vung Tau.

The operation commenced at O5OO0 as RF Companies 783 and 875,

with Marine Corps advisors V101 Haforkamq and IstLT James, departed

Nha Be in VNN LCM's to establish a base camp at YS 172 799, just

south of Song Ihanh in Bien Hoa Province about 29 kilometers east,-

of Xha Be. BM1 Patterson with two ASPB's in company with VNN PBR'a

embarked troops from RI Companies 999, 908, and 362, USMC advisors

CAPT Hickman, CAPT Cowan, and lstLT Grosahams, at 0530H and departed

Nha Be to provide security for the base camp.

At O645ii, CDR Price and LTJO Wright in ia USN UIFT coiduteod a

sniffer search along the Thi Vai River south of tk.* baae camp. Max.

imum sniffer contact was obtained one kilometer south of the Thi Vai t

at OBO0I. The USAF FAC directed an air strike on this area rwaulting

in four bunkers 4ostrcyed and one VC killed.

At 0850, USA slicks inserted RF Company 875, USMC Advisor lot

LT James, at YS 177 787, two kilometers -,ruth of the Thi Vai Riwr.,

92S



Arr'&AA

The i ,oons3 swept to the northeast through the area of the previous

air strike. e'!emaining in the area until 1510!!, no enemy contact

resulted, and the Company returned to the base cuns by Slick hell-

conter.

RF 2ompany 367, US4MC Advisor IstLT Orosshams, inserted by Slick

at O913H in the vicinity of YS 15h 813, where the Ben On Canal en-

ters the Thi Vai River. The troops swept to the northwest and at

09^511, sighted an ura.own number of Viet Cong. Taking tht fleeing

VC under fire, the FY Co=p&ny captured one 155mm round, a smnll

amount of flashlight batteries, end assorted clothing. Enev, cas-

ualties were unknown. Continuing the sweep, at 14451H, the troops

found indications of fresh eneir activity. At the request for an

air strike, CDR Price and LTJO Iright placed fire into YS 152 80)

writh two ,eawolves. The RF Company now swept to the southwest and

at I51Oil received enemy automatic weapons fire. The Seawolves again

hit the enemy position as the ground troops returned the fire. Sweep-

ing through the eneoy position at 1610HO, the conqmany Pound blood

trails at YS 151 802. Following the trails, the enemy aain engaged

the troops in an automatic weapons fire exchange. There ware no

friendly casualties, and Slicks returned the petrol to base .0. 160•.O,

CAPT Cowan, US.!C, inserted with RF Company 908 at 1000M! in the

vicinity of YS 155 798, approximately two kilometers south of the

other ongoing operations. On departure of the inserting Slick heli-

copters, the troops moved out to the northwest. One hour later,

having covered three kilometers through muddy grass and short nippa
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rvili growth, the patrol came across fresh indications of enery activ-

ity. At 11101i, the USN INFT placed strikes in the area. Eleven min-

utes later, contact was made with the enemy. Two RF troopers were

wounded in the ensuing fire fight. The MI{Fr provided overhead cover

as the wounded were medevaced. As the ground troopers held their

ground, an additional LHUI'r was scrambled to place air strikes on the

enemy positions. Cne secondary explosion was observed during the

aIr strike. Later, sweeping the area of the air strike at the head

of the Ben Lon Canal, the troops found two VC killed and five bunkers

destroyed. Clearing the area, the troops called for further air

supportand the USAF FAC directed two Tactical Air Strikes on the

position resulting in another secondary explosion and five more

bunkers destroyed. At 1700H, the RF Company extracted by Slick

helicopter to the base camp.

RF Company 999, CAPT Hickun, USMC, advisor, inserted at YS

151 801 as a blocking force. At 1330H, an UiFT providing overhead

cover for the insertion sighted an unkown number of enePy near

the coMpany. The UUIT took the VC under fire killing four. Six

minutes later, the RF troole killed another VC in the Landing Zone.

The •F Company began a patrol of the immdiate area and at 1435H

captured one hIVA with one K-50. At 1530H, enemy contact was again

gained. In the ensuing fire fight, one RF trooper was wounded, one

VC killeds and one AK-47 captured. From 1600H to 1810H, when the

Coreay ewtracted by Slick, LHFr's placed air strikes in the area

on call. The continuinS Intermittant contact resulted in six more
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VC Uilled. As ',.F '?99 extracted, five VC wore sighted at r 157 1!13

cross:In the Ben aon Canal. Supporting LIT's placed airstrikes on

the tc,sition.

Interr"ttntai contact with the enenWr continued until termination

of the operation (called Chuong Duong) at 203V. that night. Throuph-

oat the daf,, I TU ?hipps, USMQ, VSSZ ICL£, provided airborne coor-

dination for the operation in an OV-10 provided from Vung Tau.

The result of the day's operation included one NVA captured,

53 VC Y!ll.d, 16 bunkers destroyed, some secondary explosions, and

two fV troopers wounded in action.

On the night of the 20th at 191i51, LTJG Curolop, LT Iicoinley,

and CPO Merril were proceeding to a night waterborne guardpost

position approximately 20 kilometers south of :Nha Be when the lead

boat in a colum of six PBR's heard a loud explosion. The cover boat

IBR was blown apart by what was believed to be a command detonated

mino at 7m, 985 625. Two usu sailors were wounded in action. The
nil's and LIDI's reconned the bank by fire and observed one secondary

explosion. The PBR was a total loss.

Operatiao Chuong Duang continued throughout the month utilizing

all forces available in the RSS/. In conjunction itith military op-

orations, the RSSZ -I1YOPS Team with -CUO2 Ilaferknp, UStC, Dental

Officer J2 flavencroft, 3Hedical Officer LT- Kays, IU•I Crawford, and

a VI medical team conducted medcaps and PSY0PS missions in the

villages near the operati... areas.
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CTF Clearwater

Reorganization for CTF Clearwater units commenced in February

and continued intt. the month of March. Beginning 15 February, 11SAD

Cua Viet and the Dong Ila ramp were closed except for the off loading

of rock barges by U. S. Arii engineers and. MOB personnel. Continuing

that action, the water LOC was closed on 15 March. NSAD Cua Viet

and ASTB Cua Viet were closed 15 March while ATSB Clearwater (opened

15 February) was commissioned as a command on 21 March. On 15 March,

eight craft and crows wore transferred from 11SAD Tan My to CTF Clear-

water in order to assume the increased responsibility for the Tan MY

harbor security and LOC. Clearwater minoswaoping units based at ASTB I.
Cua liet wore tasked to be able to open the Cut Viot/Dong Ha water

LOC from a mine clearance standpoint on a 72 hour notice.

The Tan My and llue River harbor security craft were assigned

to CT? Clearwater on 15 March in order to provide security at Tan

My and Col Lo Island, while the Commander Dong ha River Security

Group, located at the old IISAD Cua Viet site, was tasked for sweep-

ing and interdiction operations on the LOC. This function is scheduled

to be transferred to the VIRI Minesweeping and Interdiction Division

92 on 1 July. Bank security was tasked to Commander XXIV Corps. n•j

15 March, the EaDMUPAC Team was reassigned to Tan My. On the U2nd

of March, C0.hAVFORV assigned the Task Group designator 116.8 to

CTF Clearwater effective 1 April.
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Intelligence sources reported continued infiltration into the

11tio and Perfi• River areas. One report., on the 10th of Vaarch, in-

di--ated that three motorized sampans carrying one platoon of sappers

and Lnfantry with ammunition and different types of mines departed

from YD 231 800. They cros:ed the Ben Hai and followed a small

stream into the area of Trung Hai and Trung Giang to the vicinity

of YO 2-A 777. They were reinforcements intended for two infantry/

sapper companies. They dispersed and hid in the vicinity of YD 2321

778 for further infiltration into the area of the Cun Viet River.

The Dong Ha River Security Group and the flue River Security

Group continued patrols, checking ID cards, rrineswooping, Psyops

missions, and conducted modcaps. Most of the Vietnamese detained

were curfew violators.

'4inLng atterapts by the eneoy continued In all patrolled water-

ways throughout the month. Patrol Officer BMC Nolson and Boat Cap-

tain SN Howard were beached in LCH-28 on the north bank of the Cua

Viet River extracting elements to the Alhll2 Cavalry Truop at 1753H!

on the lith of March. The LCM-28 crew observed an object floating

towards them, about I1 feet upriver and ton feet from the bank. The

troopers threw concussion grenades at the floating object from the

bank. A secondary explosion raised a 60 foot high water spout. There

were no casualties.

There wore no personnel casualties in the month of March from

enerW mining efforts.
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Enemy !tining/Harrassment/Attacks on Merchant Shipping

Ln the hth of March, the Master of the Liberian Tanker SS ROYAL

V,•.:IIE reported on his arrival at the WS', Tank Farm that the ROYAL

VEITURE had come under rocket attack in the Long Tau shipping channel

at about 095^H that morning (vic YS 120 572) just as the ship was

entering the Nha Be aiver from the Ganh Rai Bay. Three B-h0 rockets

were fired at the ship from the left bank. The first round passed

over the ship, the second P,ýU short, while the third B-hO hit the

ship amidships on the portside at the boot topping causing suporfic-

ial danage. There were no personnel casualties.

The ROYAL VENTURE did not report the attack until her arrival

at the tank farm due to faulty radio equipment.

RF Company 875 was in the area at the time of the attack. Ch

observing the rocket trails, the company swept the immediate firing

with no contact with the enemy.
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CONFIDENTIAL (When filled in)

USN STATISTICAL SUMMARY

MARKET TIME GAME WARDEN

Detections 22,660 Ih, 530
Inspections 9,635 1,011
Boardings 7,276 1,927
Craft detained 107 0
Persons detained 575 15
Viet Cong suspects 99 0
Hostile fire incidents 26 I
Enemy casualties:

a. Killed 217 (108BC, 109 ES1'T) 127
b. Wounded 211 2h

c. Captured 23 0
USN casualties:

a. Killed 0 0
b, Wounded 0 211
c. Captured 0 0
d. Missing 0 0

Enemy material lossesi
a. Destroyed;

(1) Junks or sampans 175 6
(2) 5trbctures 628 26

b. Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans * 0
(2) Weapons 8

(3) Ammnunition (rounds) *0
(4) Rice (tons) 0

c. famagedi
(1) Junks or sampans 19 0
(2) Structures 287 11

USN material losses:
a. Destroyed:

(1) Surface craft 0 0
(2) Helicopters 0 0

b. Damaged:
(1) Surface craft 3 0

(2) Helicopters 0 0
SAR missions 0 0

Remarkst * Informition not available or not applit-able.
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'IAVAL ADVISORY GROUP SU•I•ARY

Vietnamese Naa

Fleet Command and Central Task Force

The I'N Fleet Command and Central Task Force continued their

usual routine of I,, logistics support, and 11 and I missions on

the rivers. LSM supply runs to Sea Float wert on schedule, with

three of four runs conducted at seven day intervals. On h March,

the men of LSSL 228 commenced building an information service office

in Hamlet .11 of Operation Seq Float. The purpose of the project
was to reinforce harmonious relations between the hamlet and the 4

VNN by providing a location where business and social functions

could be held ai well as providing a dispensing point for psyops

material. The idea was conceived by the Commanding Officer, .LSSL

228. On 22 March, the center was presented to the village chief

in a ceremony attended by CTO 115.7. Sea Float hold a medcap in

conjunction with the ceremony.

Floet Command units operated in conjunction with other commands

periodically. On 3 March, for instance, ISIL 329 departed Saigon

to participate in Joit . patrol with TO 115.3 in the Cua Dai and llo

no Island area. In 4ll, Fleet Command ships provided 71 gunfire

support missions in M.Iarch. Her patrol ships, POF's, and WPB' s

searched 9711 junks and 32#140 people, detaining tuo Junks and 14

people.
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First Coastal Zone

First Coastal "one forces maintained their usual high level of

activity in 'larch as 32,79h junks and 11I,121 people were searched

with b6 junks and 179 people detained. Significant contacts wore

made both on the rivers and at base outposts with quite a few VC

initiated attacks. The Hoi Chanh rate also remnined high; on 3

March, six VC rallied in the area of CO •h; on 9 larch, three ral-

lied in the vicinity of CO 13; on 11 March, the fourteenth rallier

from Barrier Island (BT 330 650) since 21 February reported to PCF

3885; and on lh I arch, one more rallied to CO 13. This high defec-

tion rate was attributed to the fast reaction time on the part of :

friendly psyops forces and to hunger, disillusionment, and need for

medical attention on the part of the VC. Tho defectors claimed that

tapes were more influential than leaflets.

A brief VC rocket attack on the CO 14 base and Doi village at

0300 on 3 1arch produced one VC killed, one VC wounded, and cme

Vietnamese civilian killed. On 9 March, the Caw, Thanh outpost was

hit by a VC platoon and resulted in the death of two RF and one RD

cadre members. Two CO 14 units were called in. They strafed the

area, captured a beached sampan, believed to belong to the platoon,

and stood by for the remainder of the night with no contact made.

The CO lh sweep team accounted for three more VC/NVA killed on the

night of 12 Hwrch when they took two sampans under fire near Cam

Thanh Island.
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Perhaps the most significant event for CC 11 during Miarch was

the mining of one of its Jimks. The boat exploded on 7 Narch in the

Dong Ila River resulting in the deaths of three VRII and one vounded.

Piecos of the plastic pressure type mine were later recovered by the

Dong Ila ;liver security group.

On 9 March, a unit of CO 13 picked up two VC female medics and

one VC male from Loc Tu local guerilla unit operating in the Bu Lu

locale.

Second Coastal Zone

The Junks of the Second Coastal 7one detained 14 junks and 66

riaople during March with no major contacts with the enemy. On 11

March, a CO 28 Junk carrying a working party of 25 on the river

near Phan Thiet received a hand grenade thrown from another nearby

fishing junk. The grenade bounced off the deck and detonated under

water. The two VC suspects connected with the Incidont claimed they

were trying to catch a big fish. The 15 year old suspect said he

obtained the grenade from his brother in the Army. He was handed

over to the Naticnal Police.

Third Coastal Zone

Most of the Third Coastal Zone groups' activity for the month

involved guardposts rather than detection and search operations,

no junks having been detained throughout March. The CC 35 ambush

team along with a company of PF's set an overnight guardpost on 1h
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Ilarch five miles east of Tra Vinh and killed one VC. Another VC

was killed the next day during a group swmep involving PF's and two

CO 35 units. By far, the most major encounters during the month oc-

currod on 18 March when two CO 35 slirmwers, the PT CAUTIal, the PT

CYP•ESS, and two OV-1OA's combined to produce seven probable VC kills

22 miles south southeast of Tra Vinh.

On 21 March, CO 33 conducted a madcap at Ong Lu village, five

miles east of Vung Tau, on Long Son Island. The corpsmen treated

150 people. Soap, soft drink mix, and psyops leaflets were dis-

tributed. The %inth'la progress also included four Hoi Chanhs.

Fourth Coastal Zone

On 8 March, a speca jgulf of Thailand patrol was initiated

prompted by intelligence rel.ots that enemy junks would try to bring

supplies to the U-.l*nh Forest, Special emphasis was given to patrol

area 9 iith troop sweeps conducted * suspect islands, such as Hon

Heo and nle d'Quest, but the number o Junks detained and enemy per-

sonnel encountered - essentially none - aid not confirm expectations.

The patrol was extended 20 day, until Apiil 9th but failed to pro-

duce significant results. The advisors' oIval t =' nf VNN patrols,
'aparticularly P1t's 610 and 605, were very complimentary.
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:dand ourth Iv, .1,ne xvrc~r

The Itiver Assault Croups continued their vxa ,l trccp insertion

and logistics effort- during !:arch. T.'A ° i, rt cit of time

conducting daily operations out of Dong ?an, and.g >::7 and

units at various points along the Iy Tho and ::an "iong livers. A

major swooe was made on 18 Ilarch ihen 12 units from AAG 21/33 (tvo

'onitors, six IC..-6's, tuo FC1's, and twUo LCVP'r-) in!;ertcd four corn-

panies of A3IV' L/iO Battalion at Vio pointls on the Co Chien viver,

about six nautical diles north northwest of Tra Vinh. The troops

Iwre inserted at 2100. The "AG boats maintained position overnight

on the river and conducted blocking force operations the next morn-

ing at 0800. At 1000, the troops w'ere partially extracted and de-

posited at the Ham Lumng Ferry Landing. The rosultt -2 the opera-

tion as of 1700 on 19 :W-ch were (3 VC tdilled and 27 VC captured a-

lone with two Russian rifles, one A;'-h?, and 1e grenades.

RAG 22's major activity for the month -.wa:ý th& discovory of wea-

pons caches. Acting on Intelligence fron a tloi Chanh, two VU`Q.n Df

.RAG 22 departed Bon Luc rrith 20 National Police at I !ý31 cn ! 'arch

and proceeded about three miles up the Rach Ba.x Tan. A cache was

found under about eXiVt feet of water in the canal (vic XS 597 717)

+.- 1.-M ---17 r*- I and a zampan. The

next day another expedition was initiated withi 15 national police

and three mombers of ECD Team Wh, US:N. The area ifmediately dom- 1
stream from the previous day's find ua3 searcved and produced I,500

A"-47 rounds, nine B-LO rounds, seven 75m iL. roeinds, a Chicom hand

""- grenade, and a sampan.
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v:4 casualties for the RAG's were light. At 0530 on 6 March,

four RAG 22 units were returning to Ben Luc after an overnight ".-.MP

uhen the lead FM1, HQ 501 1, received a near miss from an ,midentified

RFG. Shrapnel seriously wounded the VWI boat captain and gunner.

RAIDS

The River Assault and Interdiction Divisions continued their

troop lifts, fire support, and river patrol missions throughout

"larch experiencing two major encoun~ers and the loss of a boat.

RAID's 72, 73,, and 74 had been on a rotating schedule since

February supporting TIC operations at the southern tip of the U-

Minh Forest uner the OPcai of the 7th ARVN Division. The beginning

of Harch thus saw RAID 74 in the midst of a standown at Long Xi~en.

RAID 72 beg- n her transit to Lang Xuye on the morning of 4 March,

having been relieved of her support duties by RAID 73 on 3 March.

It arrived at Long Xuymn at 061)0Hl.

RAID 73 thin cwmunced a continuous patrol of the Trem Trem

River from WA 10 33 toWR 02 51 in support of 2nd Battalion .. !{

units operating on the east • and it continued this type of

qporation in this general area for the duration of the month. On

9 March, the AO changed slightly as seven Tango boats and nine

Alpha boats lifted 300 2nd Battalion troops to Rach Tieu Dua, a

branch of the Trem Tram, and commenced blocking force operations

from VR 99 38 to VR 92 44. On the morning of 10 March, RAID 73

xunits received small arms and B-40 rocket fire just scuth of their
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oneraticn- area (from '.;31 03 28) resulting in five 14," wounded. An-

other ½" was wounded the next day in a simlar incident in the same

area.

At 1800 on 15 !{arch, RAID 7. shifted her i'upport to th2 bth

Battalion, 32nd Regiment, 21st ARVI Division and lifted 3hO troops

from 111I 0250 to V,• 95 61 using six Tango and nine Alpha boats. It

then commenced a Ni hour patrol south of Dang Hung and sent four

boats to Ca 'iau for fuel. On 22 March, at 0045, RAID 7j units wore

beached, imiting for AR1.V units at the 32nd Regiment ccwrand post

near Jong Hung (VR 95 60) when VC initiated an attack On, the com-

mand post. The onorW was driven back at the expense of nine VNII

woundod, two seriously. The battle lasted six hours and 20 VC were

killed. Three boats received B-40 rocket hits above the water line

(HQ 6530, 1226, and 1230) and proceeded to Dong Tam for repairs.

Five units of RAID 73 wore again ambushed Pith B-40's on the morn-

ing of 28 :March from both banks of the Trom Trom River; four VIm f

wore woundod, four VC killed, and four boats moderately damaged.

The remainder of the month was relatively unevenrful for RAID 73

as it conductod troop lifts and patrols in the sawe area.

flRAID's 72 and 74 remained in a standom status at Long Xuyen

until 13 I.arch when tney wore shifted to Dong Tam which was to be

the new homeport of AIUD 7A until Binh Thuy was completed, The

two divisions, less three boats of 72 ,iich had remained alongside

the ASXaRI, arrived in Dong Tam at 2100 on 14 Ma.rch and prepared

to support MifIXC Brigdeo MRAVC operations in Kien Hoa Pr-ovince.
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Departing Dong Tam at 0200 on 17 Varch, they picked up two coermanies

of the 5th Battalion and inserted them at the confluence of tho Ben

Tre and Ham Luong Rivers (XS 55 19). The two RAID's divided the re-

mainder of the month between inserting and extracting VIRIC w-t-its a-

long the Ben Tre and Ilam Luong Rivers and providing blocking patrols

for operations in process.

A major encounter with the enemy occurred on 22 March at O145

as PAID 7h units were patrolling the eastern stretch of the Ben Tre

River (XS 615 2h5), an area never before encroached upon by RAC's.

Suddenly, the ATC HQ 1236 was being hit irith recoiloss rifle fire,

then shuddered under a mine explosion, and socei sank. The only per- L
sonnel casualties wrore a W,1i1C. with minor wounds. The enemy was sub-

dued but never apprehended. A visit to the ambush scene by CSO 211

on the morning of the 22nd revealed the ATC inverted in mid-channel

in about 20 feet of water with Wwo feet of the bow above water, Muim-

bors of 11CU-1 survoyed the ireckage the afternoon of 24 March., and

salvage operations began on 30 Harch. Threo boats and tw. companies

oa the is z ua•Tsaon reoainoya in -wUi are i - -Z,,

sunken craft was pulled to shore by virer The salvage operations

were still progressing by the end of the month.

RAID's 70, 71, and 75 worked with SEA LORDS operations throuvfh- f
out the month. MAID 75 had been assigned to Operation Search Turn

on 23 FcbruaAy for one month, and it proved so effective that a one

month extension was requested and granted n 20 Mkarch. RAI3Ds 'to

and 71 continued operaticns on Giant Slingshot with a minor shift
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of units on 10 !'rch: PAD 70, egcept for foa,' Alyha boats, vae

sailed from :loc :eoa to Tan An; RAID) 71 units were sailed from Tan

An to Ben Luc, two of ..er Tango boats th.:- leaving for Tra Cu on 11

larch for a heavy troop lift.

Along wtith supervisin. their afloat wJ.ts,, members of ATF 211

headquarters in Dong Tan. also managed to conduct two medcaps in

I arch. On 9 Harch, the VIRI Polwar Officer and doctor, accompanied

by their advisor coumterparts and three VIll enlisted men, treated

70 people and distributed magazines, posters, candy, leaflets, And

RVN flags and plaques In Thoi Don Village. The next day, the same

6•,up returned to the village and treated 101 more people.
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River Patrol Groups

The ýiver Patrol Groups continued their routine WBG 0's and in-

tardiction operations in March with relatively little contact with

the enemy.

RPR 51 saw the most action for the month. At 2030 on 11 March,

while in WBOP, one unit of 51 sighted six VC sampans moving south

along the western bank of the river. The PBR opened fire and received

return fire from the eastern bank of the river. Three sampans sank

as two other units from RPO 51 arrived and assisted in repressing

enemy fire. An LHFT arrived at 2042 and executed firing runs for

approximtely 20 minutes. The PBR's took the three remaining sam-

pans in tow and returned to Cat Lai at 2055. There were no friendly

casualties with 15 probable VC kills. Items captured included 60

B-hO rockets, one 60mn mortar, four AK-47's, 5,000 Ak-47 rounds,

125 pounds of rice, medical supplies, and 100 documents.

Another unit from RIO 51 saw a different type of action at 1600 j
nn 23 March. PR• ?506 rt-n to -t :ai fr- EaStern Repair,

VNNSY, when she collided head on with a tug while rounding a bend in

the Saigon River. The PBR sank, and two VNN's were v lously injured.

Three new RPO's wev formed on 31 March. RiG 55 was given an

additional 12 boats at the BI1IEWAM which would supplement the extant

patrol of eight boats on the Cho Goa Canal. RMW 56 was activated at

Moc Hoa, 57 at Nha Be. Each new RPO was composed of 20 boats and were

4 formed from former USN River Divisions 511, 512, 514, 531, 592, and

ten overhaul craft.
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VIEThAMESE MAR"IGE CuRP`

Brigade "A"

Under the PCKW of the 21st ARVN Division, Bripade "A", composed

of the 2nd, 3rd, and 7th VNMC Infantry Battalions and the 1st VUNMC

Artillery Battalion minus, had just initiated reconnaissance in force

operations in an area approximately 11 miles north northwest of Ca

Mau in An Xuyen Province (vic WR 103 329) at the beginning of the

month. Concentrating on Air Cavalry Eagle Flight tactics, Brigade

and artillery co%,-. post security missions, infantry sweeps, and

omll unit guardpost operations, the Brigade established no major

ener, contact through 26 March.

On 27 March, Brigade "A", including all the units that were

previously assigr;ed with the exception of the 2nd Battalion, which

was reli*ved by the 6th Battalion on 23 March, shifted operations

to the northwestern edge of the U-Minh Forest in Kien Giang Province

(vic VR 556 677). No significant action was reported by the Brigade

as it continued airmoble operat~IA an-i RIF missions in the new area

through the end of the month.

Brigade Ir"

In March, Brigade "B,"' which included the 4th) 5th, and 6th

Infantry Battalions and the 2nd VNMC Artillery Battalion, carried

out RIF operations in Kien Hoa Province (XS 551 317) under the OPCCN

of the 7th ARVN Division. Primary missions assigned to the Brigade

CI
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were Eagle Flight operations, Brigade and artillery command post

security, small unit patrols, and guardpost missions. Enemy activity

was l.ight as no major contact was reported during the month.

There was one Brigade task organization change on 10 March when

the 1st Battalion relieved the 6th Battalion. On 17 'iarch, WIN RAID's

7' and 7A joined the Brigade and began making insertions and extrac-

tions of the maneuvering elements.

1st Lafantry Battalion

At the end of February, the 1st Infantry Battalion, under JOS

control, had been relieved of the CMD alert status and had returned

to their Thu Duc base camp. The Battalion remained in a stand down

status until 10 Mrch when it replaced the 6th Battalion in Kien Hoa

Province (vic XS 551 317) and assuwad the Brigade and artillery CP

security missions. On 25 March, Eagle Flight operations were initi-

ated with the VI4N RAID elements. Operations were continued through

31 March with no significant encounters with the enemy reported.
1

2nd Infantry Battalion

Following an administr-tive lift with Brigade "B" into the new

area of operation in An Xuyep, '.ic VR 920 343) on 27 February, the

2nd Infantry Battalion comnced operations with an airmobile assault

followed by infantry sweeps in March. A brief contact on the evening

of 3. March 17 miles north northwest of Ca Mau (WR 082 499) netted one

VC killed and one AK-47 captured. Two days later and approximately
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three niles to the east (k:R 033 460), elementxs of the ^nd Battnlion

surprised a small VC units. Five VC were killed and 54 enemy weapons

were uncovered. Evidence of the enemy activity continued to appear

as reflected on 7 March when the 2nd Battalion discovered two VC com-

pany size base camps 16 miles north northwest of Ca Mau (vic '..'R 038

412) which yielded 94 VC grenades, six mines, LL claymore mines,

2,500 rounds of small arms ammmnition, four M-i carbines, one CKC,

one pistol, three Mausers, one M-79 grenade launcher, and ten 82ram

mortar rounds. Two VC were also killed in the encounters.

On 13 March, two small contacts during company sized RIF oper-

ations (vic VR 890 328) concluded with a. total of two VC killed and

one VC and one CKC taken into custody. The next day, nine Marines

were wounded by a mine incident, and two Marines were killed by a

booby trap and gunfire. One small cache was also uncovered (vic

VR 846 286). Enemy resistance was again met on 15 March when a

VNMC company sized RIF operation on the western edge of the U-Minh

Forest 19 miles northwest of Ca M~au (VR 84 8 292) engaged a small

enemy force. Three VC were killed and two 1917 Springfield rifles,

85 claymore mines, and two 1O5mm rounds handmde into mines were

confiscated. Another cache consisting of 1,200 sheets of tin, 26

rolls of steel wire, 80 hand grenades, 20 B-IhO rockets, nine clay-

more mines, and nine 82mm rounds was uncovered on 16 March in the

same general area (vic VR 843 288) of the contact on the previous

day. Seven VNMC were wounded by two-separate mine incidents 6n 17

March, and one VC Chieu Hoied to the Battalion on 19 March.
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The 2nd Battalion was relieved on 23 March and returned to their

Thu Duc base camp. %hile under JGS control, the Battalion was expected

to stand down for approximately two weeks.

3rd Infantry Battalion

The 3rd Infantry Battalion remained with Brigade "A" during the

relocation of the forces into the new operating area north of Ca Mau

in An Xuyen Province at the end of February and was initially assigned

the mission of providing security for the Brigade "AA" forward CP

(vic •R 090 459). While conducting an RIF infantry sweep 23 miles

northwest of Ca Mau (VR 894 467) on 9 March, 3rd Battalion units en-

countered a VC minefield that took a heavy toll of the Marines. Be-

fore they had successfully negotiated the area, four VNMC had been

killed by enemy mines and another 25 VNIMC wounded. Later in the month

on, 19 March, the Marines established contact with a small VC force

on the Western edge of the U-Minh Forest 18 miles northwest of Ca

Mau (VR 907 363). The action was brief with the end results reported

as two VC killed, one VC captured, and eight hand grenades confiscated.

Security operations and infantry sweeps were continued through the

end of the month with no significant results.

4th Infantry Battalion

At the beginning of March, the 4th Infantry Battalion was con-

ducting company size patrols, airmobile assaults, and artillery se-

curity missions while supporting an RIF mission with Brigade "B"

in Kien Hoa Province (vic XS 670 218). Towards the middle of the
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month, activity began to increase for the Lth Battalion. On 13 March,

a company size Marine alement killed two VC and captured one AK-47

and four hand grenades 1h miles south southwest of My The (XS 50

203). The following morning, one VC was taken into custody (XS 701

2 50),and two cases of machine gun ainimition were found (XS 602 188).

That afternoon, three separate mining incidents accounted for a total

of two Marines ki.lled and eight Marines wounded. During one of the

mining incidents, the VNMC discovered a VC hospital that contained

25 beds. On 27 March, two separate actions involving the 4th Bat.

tali~n ended with one VC killed and one VC and one VC suspect captured

(XS 571 340). One AK-E7 and one kilogram of documents were also re-

covered.

5th Infanj, Battalion

Operating !n Kien Hoa Province (vic IS 547 256), the 5th Bat-

talion under the OPC(I of Brigade "B" carried out. CP security missions,

Eagle Flight Operations, and company size infantry patrols. No sig-

nificant contacts were reported in the first part of the month. How-

ever, enemy mines inflicted Mar~ie casualties totaling three killed

and 49 wounded in the first 20 days of March. From 20-31 March, the

5th Battalion had nurous esmall contacts in the area that ended with

25 VC killed and seven VC and nine personal weapons captured.

6th Infantr Battalion

Under the OPCCVZ of Brigade "B", the 6th infantry Battalion

carried out small unit patrols, artillery security missions, and
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alrn~obile operations while supporting RIF' missions in Kien floa Pro-

vincc (vic XS 618 ?18). Nio significant contacts were reported through

10 'larch when the Battalion was relieved and returned to their Thu

Duc Base Camp and placed under the OIPC(1N of JGS. On 23 March, the

6th Battalicn relieved the 2nd Battalion and began operations under

the OPCWN of Brigade "All in An Xuyen Province (vic VR 90h 363). Air-

1.> mobile operations &nd infantry sweeps yeilded negligible results for

the remaiinder of March.

7th Infantry Battalion

The 7th Thfantry Battalion under the oncai of Brigade "All

,conducted CP security missions, airmobile assaults, Eagle Flight

operations, and infantry swoops in An XvyIen Province (vic UWR 119

h25). The Battalion established a platoon size contact on 12

liarch along the western edge of the U4Iinh Forest, 19 miles north- '

4 ~west of Ca Hau (Vii 8i6 283)s that resulted in seven VC killed and

the discovery of a large aenony cache that contained the following

items: one 75iim recoiless rifle, one' 82~m mortar, four imachine 5

guns, fnur BAR's, one BA-O launcher., three sub-machine guns, lc2

5' , assorted rifles, one engineer repair shop, 63 75umi rounds, 1150

82mmi rounds, 95 57=~ rounds, 200 B-40 rockets, 120 mines, lG,,X(X

rounds of small arms ammuition, and hWA pieces of sheot rotal.

Two more enemy caches were found by the 7th Battalion on 13 wui

. . .. . .lit March that contained 112 VC mines, 140,000 detonator device&,

200 sheets of tin, seven gas rasks, one autconatic rifle, one

Htauser rifle, one box of machine gun avmnnition arad one ki ~oran
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of documents (VJI 833 283 and VR 83hj 29hs). On the morning of 20

'larch, 7th Battalion units killed three VC and captured another

six 25 miles northwest of Ca Mau fin the western U-Minh Forest

(VII 88~0 200). The resUlts of this action were almost exactly dupli-

cated an 23 'earch when the Marines killed two VC and captured six

VC two miles to the east of the 20 March action (yR 837 50) Again

on 28 March in the saime general area, two contacts were established

(yVR 865 595). in these engagements, two VNMC and three VC were killed.
t

Otie VNMC was iuounded, and one VC was captured.

8th Wnantr Battalion

The newly formed 8th Infantry Battalion displaced to the Van

Kiep National Training Center on 21.March to coouiance seven weeks of

initial unit training.

4 ~Division Artillery

Imomn of the artillery batteries is fowAimcn the operational

control sw'.m.ry which follows.
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VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY

VIETNAKESE NAVY:
Daily Average Searched Detained

COPer E Junks People Junks People
COASTAL FORCE

I 10.9 39.0 32,79h 141,121 1h6 179

II h11.4 38.2 18,814 56,o81 111 66

III 50.5 h6. 7A,831 31,836 0 0

IV hi.8 h0.2 9608 1 620 0 0
Sub-totals 6507.. - 60-2

*FLEET COMMAND
PATROL SHIPS 28.9 23.2 1 21h 6,103 0 0

WPB's/PCF's 12/37.5 7.2/21,.2 197 26 037 2 1h

Sub-totals: 9,'Ti T1

RIVEIRIE AREA
RIVER ASSAULT GROUPS 122.4 12O.6 11,019 39,212 0 0

TF 211 81.2 71.5 3,929 12,130 0 1

TF 212 81.7 73.5 6734 21674 0 0
2•1)312 7,1 06 0

#CENTRAL TASK FORCE 53 .0 417.2 1.89 009K)565 36W29 6FO
TOTALS:

VIETNAMESE MARTNE CORPS: 27 FEBRUARY - 2 APRIL

VC/NVA: KIA 93 Captured 39 Suspects detained_16

VNy1C: KIA 4L1 WIA 207 MIA 0

*Provided 71 gunfire support missions.

#Incluies RAG 27 and RTEG
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P.SiYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND CIVIC AC-i ION SUMMARY

Throughout the month of March, physicians and corpsmen from

the NSA hospital at Danang worked voluntarily administering ap-

proximately 1400 irnmunizat ions at the Stella Marns Dispensary,

USOM Hospital and the CIDG Hospital. Approximately 500 Vietnam-

ese patients were admitted at the NSAD Hospital in March.

Assistance was rendered at four schools, three dispensaries,

and two separate institutions. As of the end of March, all Civic Ac.

tion operations at Danang were terminated.

Seabee Teams of the Third Naval Conatruction Brigade conducted

a total of 435 medical treatments in March. Donations of clothing,

foodstuffs, ioap, toys, lumber, cement, b,uilding supplies, medicince,

and $74, 630 VN were made through the 3NCB Civic Action program.

There were 106 Vietnamese students who received English language

instructions from the Seabees.

K CTF Clearwater at Dong Ha RIVSECGRF conducted a Medcap at

Vinh Giang iZD 060 108). Vietnamese nurses assisted hospital corps-

v men, PBR ACTOV personnel, and PBR crewmembers in treating 80

-*j childr -n and adults and in distributing 150 dental kits. The VN nur-

A • ses did the majority of the diagnosis and treatment. Skin infections
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e ,r, t, h" m a or ne(di' al problenm.

PCF and PBR forces in the Cu Dao Dung Island AO, general

'i i•lity of XR 20 76 to 35 53, have noted a significant increase in

the effectiveness of their Chieu Hloi rate and feel that it is due to

aggress~ve waterborne loudspeaker missions. A total of 12 Hoi

Chanh rallied to USN/VNN forces throughout the Republic of

V\ttnam in March.

A t'. S. Navy Medcap team at Moc Hoa (XS 028 910), located

mile-i ea.st of Saigon, transported the daughter of a recent Hoi

Chanh to visit the Chieu Hoi Center at Moc Hoa. Leaflets were

then printed showing the father-daughter reunion whi-:h emphicized

the sincerity of the Chieu Hoi program's promise to reunite ralliers

with their families.

A request for Psyops material on 6 March by CTF 212 at

l1nh Thuy, located four miles northwest of Can Tho, is an example

of the type and quantity of material which is distributed by a single

unit for this purpose. The request included 2, 000 Vietnamese gov-

ernment flags, 2,000 bars of soap, 1,000 tooth brushes and tubes

of tooth paste, five bails of clothing, 1, 000 plastic cups, and 1, 000

bottles of baby vitimins.
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On I March, a second brick making machine arrived at the

Sea Float (oJmniunity on board the USS ANTELOPE and went into

ope'ration the fullowking dlay. The new school at the rran Hung Dao 11

settlement was near ing completion in early March. The location

of thc school site had been changed to better conform- with the gen-

!ral building scheme in the area. Bricks have been hauled to TFID-2

for the flooring of the school and for various other projects. The

Tran Hu4ng Dao 11 development now contains a laundry, two cafes

ine, stores, a physician's office, and a pharmacy. Work at the

TH-D- I market was progressing slowly during March, but was ex-

pected to pick up as more laborers were being sent by the con-

tractor,
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111US CIVIC ACTION STATISTTCAL r,.'MARY

,Tt1]''" (1 ,AN-4,AYS-' PEWC*RL OF UJNITS E'NGAGED 'N CIVIC
ACT It. 1 3,567

C(.ST," r'. , CC:TRTBU1"ET BY MTLITARY RESOURCES FCGR CIVIC[ ACI~t' :',, ', iS:VN$ ]L21780t157

; EXVE... FMR¢. 71E 'fl/Fl-'vAF CIVIC ACTICN PSYWAR l4Jl-D: V1$ 450_759

VU] M:. ARY CW'ITTM.II'S: VN$ 21h,220

PhRC.... AGF CF U. S. MILITARY CIVIC ACTI(M ACTIVITIES
CC:,()tCTF XJCI'TLY WITH:

Other RMAF 1.2

U. S. civilian voluntary agencies .9
Average percent of s3lf-help by VN civilians: Labor - 91.F

Material -- T

SMan Dayq Expenditvu'es (wi$) •Economic Development ]2 D3y nituxcs -.... )

Educati on 2 3.. q1.16.0
Social Welfare -7 712h9
Transportatin 1 1 hi,796, 68,

ee 181. 1.. .

TISTITUES ASSISTED
Number

Schools 18
Orphanegos 17
Ho.pitals/Disponsarios 12
Other,-

X(re Mx-Day on.Is Lme ten hour working day
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: 0
<:, •, 4
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Coast Guarn Division 12 turned over the 82 foot patrol boats
PODMT KEMNIEDY and PCEIT Y(LJIG to the Vhtnamose ::avy on :-arch 16 in
a ceremony at Danang. Coast Guard Division 17 was docomissicned in
the ceremony, leaving only one Coast Guard division in operation in
the Hepubli': of Vietnam.

4
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Un 7 "'irch nt ")8OO1i, Tran Hung Dao I, one of the first SEA! URDS

operations, was transferred to VNNV c;r,.mand. Operational command was

assumed by L&.uR Uinh Vinh Giang, CTG 212.h, located aboard YRBM 20.

The operation would cc-itinue to patrol from Ha Tien to Chau Dec.

By 1I March, the organizational structure of the now V1N4 command

waa finalized and the following units assigned:

Task ,Desig. Uperational Location

CTG .12.h/CTG 19h.8 CDR TR1A HU{O DAO I YRlM-20?

Senior Advisor CTO 212.4 LCDR P. T. SOUVAL, USN

Tu 212.1i.O/TU 194.8.0 TRAN JUNG DAO I YRB1-20
Deputy Commander H

TU 212.1.1/TU 19h.8.1 TRAN HUNG DAO I Ha Tien
Westorn Sector Command
COSGRU 41/42/43/44 Ha Tien

rIVDIV 515 Ha Tien
COSDIV 11 Ila Tien
MRIEDIV 13 Ha Tien
RAD 151 Ha Tien

"TU C-12..?2/TU 194.8.2 TRAN H|PG DAG I Vinh Gia
Central Sector Commad
Vacant

'iTU 212.h.3/TU 194.8.3 TRANl HUU1G DAO I Tinh Bienv
SEastern Sector Command

RPG-514YnBM:-16
R1G-KSB flUI--20
RIVDIV 532 YRBM-20

7 !arch marked the formation of RID 40 as 15 RAC's (one CCB,
0,-

one 7ippo, six ASPB's, and seven ATC's) were turned over 'zýy CCa.

RIVSTRIKORU and accopted by CTF 214 at Ben Luc, the hombport of

the new a n, hID 40 was the first group of craft to be turned over
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v;ith :'ec-rc voice enivi:;t, iY-V units havinp been installed in zix

of the craft on 5 :•arch. The new unit was, then assigned to the oper-

ationa- control of q> 194.9, and on 9 larch, the Commanding Ufficer,

I'AD.. ioc, was ordered to assum- C(7U 194.9.2 and to deploy to the fol-

lowing Slingshot areas: 194.9.2 became the Go Dau Ha Interdiction

'Init and wa:- comprised of ten boats, six Alpha and fourl Tango; the

reiiinlnr If•vo craft chopped to 19h.9.3 at Ben Keo commandd by LiT

. . �renzinfrer, "JS:, with the sen:,or AtID he officer in charge of

the five Vietnamese boits.

TAhe 11. S. Coast Guard also continued its turnover program in

*arch as two more ';'PB's, the MUOIT YOUN:G and the ?OINT KFINAEDY, 4are

4ransf;erred to Vq[' control on the 16th. Captain David E. Perkins,

'ISCG, Co•mwnder of Coast Guard Activities, Vietnam, turned over the

8.' cutters, and C.aptain Ho Van Ky Thoat, VINq, Commander First Coast-

al Zone, accepted on behalf of the Vietnamese government. The event

increased to 15 the number of EPB's turned over, out of a total of

26, and brought to an end the Coast Guard's Patrol Division which

had been operating since July 1965. And on 27 Uarch, the POINT

PARTRIDCE was transferred to the Vietnamese .Iavy at Cat Lo.

The ACT0VOPS Program continued in I Corps as the Sea Tiger

(peration changed to combined control on 3 Mlarch. The Commanding

(,fficor of Coastal Group lit assumed the position of Deputy Commander.

It was projected that the current USN Commander of Sea Tiger would

be relieved on 30 April by the Comanding Officer, CG 4b, at which

time, the Combinud Command Operations Center would be relocated from
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dol An to CG 11 headquarters on the Cua Dai River. At the time of

the combined hianning, the following units were assigned to Sea Tiger:

U3:2 VUN

RIVD1V 513 PBR's Co-1b Junks and Skimmers
CT E 19h .1.5.1 Duffle Bag Team CTO 115.1 VNN/CTG 213.1 PCF's
Snipers D'T and Assault Team
UDT Team 11, Det 1OTIEL

And on 20 March, LCU 1077 and YOG 71 were turned over to the Viet-

namese I.avy at Danang.

Trainiag, the most crucial part of the ACTOV effort, proceeded

in March with the usual gains made and losses incurred. The most

important single event was t:e commencement of the first basic, train-
Ing class for the ViNI UDT/SEAL Teams on 2 March at the Cam Ranh Bay
11arket Time Base; 59 trainees were enrolled. Numerous sailors,

with varying degrees of "A" school and other preparatory training

were assigned to OJT with different units throughout the country

in everything from harbor defense to M-60 maintenance. As for the
Marines, 152 recruits were graduated from the VNNCTC at Lamson, and

Sn the same date, 50 VHMC officers graduated from the Reserve Officers

Training School at Thu Duc.

On the negative side, unauthorized absencer- and discipline re-

malned problems. Project START, for instance, was forced to drop

"1 "A" school graduates, mainly for reasons of chronic UA and dis-

ciplinary action.

On the w.,ole, however, the training effort was proceeding ac-

cording to plan. The Naval Training Center at Nha Trang produced
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the follow3ing, outputs in March: h7 ET's, 32 mI's, 58 DC/US"s, 183

I:!, and 137 graduates of BE/E training. The :,aval Acadery Class

J) cor-mncod in :larch with 269 mid-shipmen. In aduition, 62 mid-

rhinnon were enrolled on 9 IHarch at OCS, :Iewnort, Rhode island.

Craft and base maintenance training continued in Ilarch with

3,h93 vN:N personnel in various stages of training (07.5) of pro-

jected reouirements based on the new VIN coiling of 39,611). As

('f 31 Iarch, 237 craft maintenance personnel had been located at

USz; bases. Base naintonance trainees as of 31 !March numbercd 739,

3MY of vhich were enrolled in the Philco-Ford base maintenance pro-

rrai. at Danang. on 16 March, six VIQ engineering designated officers

vere ordered to the following NSA detachments to train as prospective

Repair Officers: Dinh Thuy, Cat Lo, Nha Be, Dong Tam, and Cam Ranh

Bay.

in general, the ACTOVIJW Program could be said to be going well

alt.hough n shortage of technical manuals hampered the formal training

and (.-T programs alike, especially in the areas of boat propulsion

and auxiliary systems. By far the most major problems was insufficient

persmnnel in the craft maintenance program, a shortfall having do-

,mloped in February and March. The Saigon Maintenance School had

not been filled during that time, and only 20% of the COS Craft

Maintenance Technical English Course had been subscribed. The pri-

.mz.ry cause of this problem had been the delay in recruiting in

ýanuar-f and Febria•y while awaiting approval of the new force leve!,

This was reoardod as a short term problem, however, and the quotas

were. exp1ectei to pick up by June.
130J



At the beginning of March, work was progressing on dependent

sholters at 13 sites with 463 units under construction and 645 units

completed. The site fill project at Cua Lang was omplete, and the

sama project at An Khanh was 25% oimplete, making for an additional

222 family units in the Saigcn area. By the end of March, construe-

ticn was underway at 16 different sites with 653 units completed

and 537 under construction. DI October 1969, $9000000 had been ap-

propriated from MILCCU funds for the first 1,500 shelters. In March

1970, the program was expanded by the addition of 550 3-3, non-group

VIII personnel. ]
Funding for the entire dependent shelter program had been pred.

icated an the availability of no-coot, ecess construction materials

awd troop labor. Accordingly, appeals were made in March to Naval

Supply Systems CL--and and its subordinate branches for excess lum-

bar, sheet metal, and nailas CINCPACXU advised his component cm.

mands to expedite the ahiymnt of all Project Hanlclasp materials

destined for Vietnam. As for the labor problem, 550 3-3, non-group

VIII personnel (NAVCATS) were "signed to shelter sites throughout

the country. Even with this, the hire of local laborers at such

sitts as An Thoiwas required.

As for the food supplement program, five additional bases, in-

cluding An Thoi and Danang, were supplied with 200 broilers and feed :
for their initial programs in March. This addition brourht the total
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:umb- " "ir n nnd chicken" l-rojects to 21 'ith 36 swine, 3,300

broiler5, (0 duck,, inci Ih rabbits, and animal hus2bandry advisory

tean rp ort! thrcuihout the month indicated that the prog rams werc

faring w•ll. Tn irketing enough of the produce fron their initial

rr-ultry pwcKage, i '.. personnel at RAG 23/31, Vinh Long, purchased

Opj morn chicks and thus became the second self-sufficient project.
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Minutes after March 27's turnovor reromony at the lUava Base,
Cat Lo, the Coast Ouard Cutter PODI PAARTRIDOG Is normrnentC, erased
from the rolls of Coast Guard Squadron WE by a Vietname j ailor
quick on the draw with the paint roller.
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIO(M4

The N:aval Support Activity Detachment (NSAD) Deng Tam raported

an explosion which was later determined to have been caused by a U.

S. concussion grenade wired as a booby trap. Later the same night,

a seoond similar device was discovered. The NSAD was unable to do-

',ermine who was responsible for the placemet of the grenade. There

re n asualties or material dam * The Advanced Tactical Support

Base (ATSB), Tra Cu had six instancees of movemet near the bass do-

tected by electronic devices during the month; however# there was

negative contact. The ATSB, Ben Keo reported two incidents of

electronic detection of movemmt also with negative contact. Two

swimmiers were killed, and two waterminea were captured during one

sapper attack at the ATSB Ben Keo. One possible swimmer was sighted •1

on another occassion. There were no friendly casualties or material

damage. There were three nortar attacks on the ATSB, Moo No& during

the month, and none caused any damage or casualties. Cne U. S, sail-

or drowned at the ATSB, Moo Hoae. The sailor was sick and apparently

fell over the side. The USS BI•AH (APB-35) captured two VC aus-

'" pects on the river bank in the vicinity of the ship. They were turned

over to the ARM for interrogation and dispoeition. The sentry on

the USS IRMEELL COMITY (IST839) fired at an object in the water

and triggered an explosion. The incident oaeurred near YRBM-21 in 0

the Tien Oiang River. There were no caualties or ma*erial damage.

The personnel status of the Naval Support AotiSvty, Saigon at

the end of March was as follow:
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L'!CE8b 182

EL ISTE 3,235 3,336

r V TILC 967 967

The US,9 IU'L (AXI 17), YW-126, Y2.'-889, YFR-890, YFR-866, and

the 100 foot utility boats, MWDERO AND ?:ORCCCC, provided routine

resupply service. during the month. The U.S3 BRULE (AKL 28) returned

on 31 "'arch after backloading cargo and PBR's from Subic Bay. She

will return to Oubic Bay to correct overhaul discrepancies. The

W 'RTSfltA (ARL 30) returned to Square Bay after the USS TTIUTIA

returned to An Thoi from repairs at Singapore. The USS ASKARI (ARL

38) was positioned at Dong Tam on 23 March and the USS HU14TERDOMN

COMITY (*.T 838) was positioned at Long Xuyen due to adverse weather

in the Gulf of Thailand. The USS SPHINX was on the Vain Co River

providing services to Giant Slingshot forces while the USS BENXWAMI,

4T 7ZATYR (AMIL 23), YRB!-16, YRBI-20, and YRBIM-21 wore positioned

on the upper Bassac River supporting Border Interdiction operatiLcgs.

ApIs ^6 a4d 27 and YR 9 continued to provide additional berthinI

facilities for the ACTCV Program. YFU's 4i, 24, and 59 conducted-

routine resupply in the Gulf of Thailand while YFU's 55 and 57 con-

ductod cre: training at Nha Be.

At ,an Ranh Bay, an excess building was provided and placed

Sin the V11 SEAL training area. The repair of the matting hardstand

was completed at Cat Lo/Vung Tau. At Nha Be, the construction of
j~.½ • !:wood frame heads, showers, and berthing spaces on YR 9 was completed,

and she then moved to the VIN shipyard in Saigon. The preparation
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for the 'lublic !*orks maintenance training school was completed at

DonF Tam. The ungrade of the air conditioning system for the CcdI-

NAVW .,V ;JZ/XC!2: Center was 90 per cent complete at month's end.

At Bon Luc, tho construction on two berthing ammis was completed,

an(, the con-truction of a mess hall and two berthing hootches was

completed at Tra Cu. Construction of three berthing hootches was

ccmpletcd at Tuyen ;1hon, and the ACTOV construotion continued at

An Thai, Cat Lo, Dong Tam, Ben Luc, Rach So3, Ha Tien, and Binh

Thuy.

Hitenance and Repir Support

TF-115

Six nev PBR'a were receoiQe in-country during the month and

were placed in storage at Newport until required. The USS TUTUILA,

!ZS KRISMA, NAVSU`PPFAC, Cam Ranh Bay, NSAD's Qui Nhonp Cat Lo, An

Thoi, and Sa Dec provided routine support for Wkarcet Time units while

the USS ASKAIII vas able to provide emergency repairs. The 35 secure

voice kits plus two installation teams were sent to the USS TUTUILA

and Sa Dec to install and train personnel for support of the PCF's.

T1'-116

The USAD, Ben Luc conloted the teletype, dubbing installation,

and the Senior Naval Advisor/Rung Sat Special "one secure voice iin-

stallation uas completed at Nha Be, Can a1o, and Quang Xuyen. The

Comuanications Center update program was completed at Rach Gia. :4
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The depot level maintenance of ;Aiver Assault Craft assigned to

he III and IV Corps Tactical %ones was accomplished at NSAD, Dong

Tan. The intermediate level maintenance was conducted by USS AS'(AI

at Donjg Tam, USS KRISHiNA at Square Bay, USS SATYR at An Long, and the

TOS "PI'IX at the French Port. Operational maintenance was provided

by YRpi-16, YRBM-20, and YR.1-..21 for river assault craft operating

in their AU. The development of the conversion package to convert

11~-6's to 'IPPL rechargers was in progress at month's end. The

lack of support parts for the existing rechargers resulted in units

becoming less reliable as operating hours increased.

The following personnel and craft were supported by the NSA De-

tachments during Iiarch:

BASE OFFICER ENLISTED CRAFT

Cam Ranh Bay 1hi 1,7745

Cat Lo 130 878 46

'Xi :,hon 51 539 34

1ha Be 217 2,228 1011

An Thoi 66 494 40

Sa Dec 95 288 29

linh Thuy 325 1,829 72

Dong T"Ja/YR•M-17 42 636 10,7

Ben Luc 8 820 32

I'%B3E II 13 270 32
MY.lR 16 25 314 78

M11 70 27 471 68
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'Iho pross and not supply effectiveness for :1arch was 73 per

Cent rxil a nor cent respectively. Total issues for the month were

23,731, and total demnnds processed were 32,500. In addition, 1,118

b.-c-, ordors varo released.

The 1.avy food management team made field assistance visits to

ASTB Mhu Cuong, YU3M'fs 16, 20, and 21, USS BOiE1A}, 11SAD's Nha Be

and Dong Tam,and USS SAN:CTUARY. Initial outfitting material for the

proposed ATSB at ?huoc Xuyen was commeced to be staged. A field

assistance visit was made to NSAD Bitnh Thuy to coordinate STABS sup-

-ort. The STABS depot and MSSC Depot/intermediate spare parts were

received, segregated, and stored. 11SA Saigon allocated Fourth Quarter

1•-70 O&wv f-unds to Detachments and advised that additional funds based

on mid-year roview had not been received and that funding conditions

continued to be austere.

Captain Robert Dise, ISN, relieved Captain William L. Siple,

U.%, as Commder, Naval Support Activity, Saigon on 3 l!arch.
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I:AVAI SUFPCItT ACTIVITY, DA•1ANG

leather conditions were generally good during March ii, the I

Corps Tactical "one as high winds or sea conditions hampered coastal

operations on only three days with small craft warnings in effect

for three and one-half days.

The USS SAFEUARD (ARS-25) and LCM-8-912 completed salvage of

YCX-76 on 10 March. Between 10-12 March, the USS COHOES (ANL-78)

ard seven LGI-8's conducted a search for a missing MAO-16 helicopter.

The USS COIHCES completed salvage of Amiu Barge 117 on 12 March. On

15 Xarch, the Naval Support Activity Detachment (NSAD), Tan My was

closed as port operations were turned over to the U. S. Am 863rd

Transportation Command. Also on 15 March, the rock shipment/offload

at Dong Ha was completed. The Cua Viet and Dong Ha lines of commmn-

ication were closed on 15 March. The USS CURRENT (ARS-31:) completed

salvage of the LUSTEVECO (MSTS Contract) Barge LO 702 on 20 March.

On 23 March, the YFU-61 reported heavy flooding while in transit

from Danang to Tan 1My and beached in the vicinity of ,ui Chan May

Tay. The USS CURRMT completed salvage of YFU-61 on 29 Mai ch. Dur-

"ing the month, 54 LCU/YFU lifts were required in loading Keystone

Bluejay shipping at Danang. In addition to the above specific op-

* 4++ orations LCM 8/6's conducted 114 harbor shuttle runs carrying h69

short tons and 35 coastal sh.ttles with 19 amphibious beachings a-

long the I CTZ coast carrying 100 short tons. The YR-41 returned

to Danang on 26 March after undergoing overhaul at Sasebo, Japan.
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uverall cargo operations for the month of March were satisfactory.

Current export requirements and rates of cargo generation suggest a

satisfacitry situation during April. C(VUS shipping prnjections in-

dicated substantially the same level of import Activity in April as

was experienced in March. The U. S. Army assumed responsibility for

cargo operations at Hue/Tan My ramp sites with the, official disestab-

lishment of the NSA Detachment on 15 March. The following is the

port operations sux•ary for March:

OFFLOAD BACKLOAD THRUPUT

S/T xt sT M/T S/T M/T

DAIAWG 118,347 20 6 ,924 85,758 142,174 204,105 349,O98

C1U LAI 33,952 47,430 6,190 22,918 40,142 70,348

HUE/TA; WY 13,398 22,212 10835 8,143 15,233 30,355

It is noteworthy that there were no hostile fire incidents re-

ported during the month,.

During the month, there were 35,271 S/T of rock shipped to the

northern I CTZ. The depot operations at Danang and Chu Lai had a

gross effectiveness rate of 95 per cent during the month. The over-

all Class I situation remained satisfactory. There were five days

of supply of A-rations (n hand at month's end and 7,002,460 C-ration

meals on hand with 921,096 meals due in. The relocation work of

the Camp Tien Sha provisions warehouse and the conversion of a por-.

tion of the Galley No. 2 to warehouse space was completed. The

Philco-Ford camp one galley and wmss hall opened on 23 March in sup-

port of the VNN base maintenance training program. Negotiations were

14Z C`FI EIITA
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coimpleted for transfer of the Camp Carter galley to the U. S. Army

'A iwith the actual transfer to occur about 15~ April.

Puaol issues in I Corps increased in March from the February71

jrate of 1,165,000 gallons per day to 1,375,000 gallons per day.

Weather didl not cause any signif icant delays In the moverunt of

fuel to I CTZ ports. The 12 Inch JP line at Chu Iai was abanoned

I and will be replaced by an eight Inch steel voided line. NGi-1 will

I comnce putting this lin. in the first of April with an expected

completion date of 30 April. The 12 Inch multiproduct line at RedJ
Beach, Danang was rem-1-red early this mmuth and remained operational

the rest of the month. Repair ships umode underwa~r surveys of the

Sealoed line and mooing at Red Beach and China Beach, Danang to get

j a permanent record of-the conidition and locat'ons of the line and

mooring. On 26 March, cowuon service support for bulk and packaged

j ~PL was asswumd by the U. S. AriiW Support Conmand, Danan.

The following was the personnel status at month's wAend

IALLOWANCE OFFICER ENLISTED

NSA 397 6,806

YR-71 2 89

TOTAL 399 6,1895A

TOTAI ON BOARD 372 7)603

During March, 107 personwA extended th#ir tours in Vietnam.

Ther ver 7 person performingM bass* se t a 131 persons per

forming afloat maurity dixties. The following numbers of persons
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wore performing cargo handling dutiess

!latch Teams 2h2

.aUMp Teams 112

Checkers 133

Admin Support 196

Fleet Air Support 37

TUTAL 720

Civilian Personnel Status:
:let Gain/Loss

U. S. Civil Service Ceiling On Board This Month

IIAVSUPPACT 63 51 minus 3

Ca.VAV.-70'VRMD 21 15 minus 2

7TUIAL 8h 66 minus 5

Local National

NIAVSUPPACT 6,707 6,211 minus 313

TITHER 7,972 6,892 minus 638

TCTAL lh,679 13,103 minus 951

There was an average of 1Ih4,732 military personnel supported

by the Naval Support Activity Danang in the I CT? during March.

Project HOW} was 85 per cent completod for Navy facilities

and 75 per cent completed for all military facilities. All leasing

will be assumed by the U. S. AM on I April, and their goal is to

terminate 90 per cent of the leases by 30 June 1970. During Vie

month, conversion was completed of the CCPO training facility to

allow relocation of CCPO offices. The revetment for amimo storage
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tlarl COIAetod at the Tien Zýba cw-uip and an aftmo r-tA~r!M area v;S cawi-

z~tructed at ,ann Tien 1Zha. oh new ]UL~CUL týweo i1cn i

per-4ayI.atr troatrrftn4 plant located. Ai the Tincing AIXr Base V:os st~t

i~ndorCgeing, ocratim~a:l tent:,. There -wera a corjiderdbllo numiber e,

faitlureL in the distribuitici rsystom and several discropaircior. ini the

minh plant t'hat will be corrected by the cuntractor- Their operationi

and maintenance or~ the Danang &-.uet dial tolephm-e- axhangw3 knoa turnced

4 i ove~r to the U. S. First Signal DrJigace on, 15 :arch.

The folloirlng was theo status or the I'hilco-Ford cc trac~.ae

of 31 1 tarch:

Cn B~oard 31 1IR 106 1,1'37 1) 726, 3ý064

MT On BIoard 30 " 110 1,? 161h ~9~

'T1hm ofe £ures includec programi v agoror~ti, per~sone, in, trmblnz,

and merso~nnol Latacciated ý*Ith pub2~t wrs eupp1y AL P,

) CLni board ftirues Lor 31 I~tr'n inc)-*a oux e: Tplyc. 4irccetay

hiredA to roplaca ~'.r;t Ia

The performance oT t1ho 'oroa lrzpresr - C. IbVI XIN.(~~)

coritinuod to be aattsractory dur~ing M~arch, ani the guwrimteiy1 tlni-

P=w conitract reqluire~enta er ma bot uvan-vd ar *ri h

Tollo~ring roelets the =gxo handled by i(Iurdtinr h ith:
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There v:erm N0 19: and h31h TC. personnel eqOlcy&. during the

,month broken doim as followa:

!iUCA1 Couutry l:ationals

Iornent hire in cargo operations - 53
Fernanont hire in support functions - 80

7or.porary hire in cargo operations - 77

Third Country UaticWa3

Seaside Cargo (perations - 113

Bridgeo •aMp Cargo Oporationu - 55

Deep 1:ator ?iors Cargo Operations - 164

Surport Personnel (Admin, plumbers,
electricians, etc) - 72

The follovdng facilities v:ero turned over to the U. S. Army:

14 :Ir - Cornfield Ra!,T, flue - 21 structures - 9156,QOO.

1h iiar - Tan !ty Causewa h 8 structures - ,577,00.

b14 t!ar Tan y P0.1, 38 structuroc 1 2l, 27 000

1is 1Iar - Tan It Cantonment - 134 structures - $;11,590.

-6 nar - UE Taik Farm - 20 structures - )85,000.

26 :lr - MI Tank Farm - JhO atructuroe - '332,500.

6:• r '6 Lv- 1Marblo :'!ountaij Tank Farm - 14 structures - $136,000.

Z6 !ar -Package PCL, Danang 16 structures $89,000.
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On 28 M1arch, 31 structures valued at $39,240 at N8AD, Sa Huynh

were turned over to the ARV . On 19U ah, the U. S. ArM7 26th

General Support Grol.p qssumed responsibility for SVMRART operations

at NSAD, Phu Bai and took over the facility.

There wom 827 patients ed!itted to the station hospital at

Danang during •arch. Of these, 228 wtre battle casualties, 39 f*or

ninor surgae•, 195 for major surgery, and nine malaria adnissions.

There were 11 single aWatation, five double aMutatios, two triple

amputations, and cne quadruple amutation. The average daily patient

census for March was 159 with 159 beds occupied at imrth's end,

Throughout the month, physicians ord corpo•mn from the NSA hospital

have voluntarily worked at the program of administering propAylaxis

immisation to school and orpha children in the Danang area.

Approximately 1 ,400 DT and DPT vaccines were given. Yedoaps were

held at Stella ?4ariu Dispensary, USM Hospital, szA CIDO Hospital.

Approximately 34 patients wee oared for each week during the month.

jWeekly deromtology, orthopedic, medicine, surgical, and urology citnic-

plus opthalmological care wee held at the NSA hospital for those

in need of these services. There were no in-patient Visetbaes at

mmth's endo The average daily Vietnasm in-patient cenus was

six with 16 adissians during the m.th.
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THIRD NAVAL CCHSTRUKTIC? BRIMADE

During March, all significant tactical incidents involving 0

Seabees continued to occur In the southern portion of the I Corps

Tactical Zone. Of major importance were the mining incidents on

QL-1 south between Danang and Landing Zone Baldy. One Seabee, E03

Iecaro;M. Ackermin, USN, was'killed and two Seabees were wounded

as a result of these incidents. In ldditicn, 13 marines were wound-

ed °n a Seabee truck that detonated a mine in a bottom. pit near

Landing Zone Baldy.

During March, the major effort in the line of comnmicaticn

r, u roW .• . gr~A w rdfrected, tmwads ,'Q¶*s'o.dotrth of Da-

nang between the villages of Thanh Quit and Tu My, There was also

a substantial amountt of effort' idrecte& towards a: ýk inch, asphaltic

concrete V• y .the Hai YVs Pass ... Po,,,vet. cavmat, as of -31

March.fr ,.a. Abo, -o Ims atme ahs .houn- beloft-,-

Thanh Quit - Cay Lay River

Fill- 0o pct.
Base 9P +Ct& :+'* k - AA10 L

l1t lift - pct.
2id -.1  - 0 p . ,. pc. ....-t."-

L Ly' RýTver.-.-'T My.+:, .+

Uase -21 
GOtO

1sat lift - .po, .ct.

2nd l ift - '0 pct. ie
Havi V" 1 30 pe c
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Maintenance also continued on route ML-13C, W,-12g, ML-12W,

ML-IC and ML-1D. In the I CTZ, the shoulder upgrade on QIL1 con

tinued between the Lang Co Bridge and the city limits of Hue.

Work on the aircraft shelter continaed during the month with

sevan shelters wider construction, five shelters complete except for

concrete covers, and 102 shelters fully completed. There Were eight

shelters for the Fleet Air Support Unit, Danang Air Base under pro-

curement and not yet scheduled for construction. There were 122

shelters in the total approved program. Forty-eight shelters that

were not yet wider construction were cancelled by III MAF.

Constru-ction vcainemme on th.•Quang 'ri highn•e.bridge on

route QL-1. This 901 foot, two lane highway bridge cesldfs of ten

spans of pile and steel girder construction and is the lUit mJor

highwa bridge schedjoe for complet~on by the segbees. Oi't phu Bai

Airfield the patchinwA• overla•.+of ,tudjy continued With.-tho

runway overlay scheduled to begin on 1 April. The rimway ccnstruction

schedule provided for minimul runway downtime 'fr both military and

civilian aircraft. The construction of the third o1- four secondary

bridges north of Hue was completed during March with ccnstruction of

the fourth scheduled to begin In the near future. The site grading

and compaction for the Hue detention facility was completed during

the month. CORDS had approved the revised building layout plan,

permitting vertical work to proceed. The overall project completion

wao scheduled for early may. Work on the ACTOV bases in the IV Corps

Tactical Zone continuod at Ha Tien, Long Phu, Kien An, Nam Can, and
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Rtach Soi. The facility at An Thai was completed ad -VOrk at~ 114 a 1i

was 97 per cent complete. The R'ach Soi construeti~ a 3 e ~ '

complete, 'while oxtenaive ~fill work ,contiiiged at Vuat Caný. SuJfficient

fill bar been obt~tinod to permint construction of the ATSU to co~menco3

and the facilities are 38 per cen+A complete. M~aterials and 'eqaiipmont

have arrived at Long Phu mid 041n AA and, construiction vwili corqencq

in April,

N~aval construction forces have a projected backlog amounting

to 29 weeks of horizontal work and 16 weeksi of vertical work. The

progrwmm.d.-x backlog amounts to andditional. threoo veks of hiorizo~ntal,

V and two weeks of vertical work.

The followling was the loeis tics status dturing the mcnth:

In-Country shipments:Dog Det

Bi Lai Has Proloct Total

:2,eia !/T 1 017 590 3?Q 4 ,17?
IEquipment (Pieces) 1 8 0 0 9ý

M4aterial stat=z

Project `:aterlal (ý() 176", 13711
Tactical Support Finctianal

d ,Compconnts (TW~) (OW0) 106718 7,05

Dollar Value ($000)Y K2_110
Linei iteps 21A5rt1725200 6o

Total nuzber,j'Dead-line, Pýer .Cent4
1114GB organicIO
3" NO(R Augment 739 6h _84?

iI;'
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'Number of pieces shipped: 108

:Number of pieces scheduled for shipment:

The following was the personnel status at month's end:

"Uilitary :
Ceilingy On Board

L FFICER 133 13h

KiLISTED 3,707 3,639

T TAL 3,84O 3,773

Civilian: I
Regiment Headquarters - 153 (6OTCN, 93 Vietnamese)

N,. - 1 1

The following awards were presented to Third Naval Construction

Brigade ?ersonnel during iarch:

Distinguished Service Medal - 1 4
Legion of M!.erit - 1

Bronze Star - 1

N avy Comwndation - 6

nOavy Achievement - 19

Combat Action Ribbon - 36

Purple Heart -4

Good Conduct - 1

Cn 4 March, RADI J. 0. Dillon, CEC, USN, was relieved by RADM

SA. R. Mrsohall, CEC, USN, as Commander Third Naval Construction

Brigade.
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From 2-4 March, RADII S. R. Smith, CEC, US•s, Commander Naval

Construction Battalions, U. S. Pacific Fleet, visited the Third

TICB and participated in the change of command briefings.

On h March, I.EV H. Nickerson, USIC, CO, III I MAF, VADM E. R.

'umwalt, Jr., USN, CGINAVFORV, and IDE If. X. Lam, I Corps Commander,

participated in the Commander Third Naval Construction Brigade Change

of Command.

On 9 March, the ComAsnder Third Naval Construction Brigade

flag was relocated from Danang to Saigon. The Deputy Commender and

administration remained at Danang. Incident to the relocation, the

Commander Third Naval Construction Brigade administration, construction,

logistic, and equipment functions in the I CTZ were assumed by the

Cowmzaer 32nd Naval Construction Regiment.

On 17 Harch, 1•AX, J. Appleby, SC, USN, Comnanding Officer,

N~aval Supply Center, Oakland, visited the 32nd Naval Construction

Regiment and was briefed on the logivt 4 -al aspects of the Naval

Construction Force operations in Vietnam.

The Naval Mobile Construction Battalion FIVE deployed to the

Republic of Vietnam on 20 March for the fifth time to relieve NNlCB-1

at Camp Haskins in Danang and assme responsibility for the large

construction program in support of ACTOV in the IV Corps Tactical

15CONFIDENTIIL
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k :c 'Aý;, was brief'ed by the c.omniarder 32'nd avaJl Construction iieg-

-ui td in.1nect~ed construction sites throuhout the I Como.

AD" 7. v. rtlett, CE0 'JS':, Vice Com-Olader, .aval I'acilities

-Mgineot ing Comuand and IUAD: A. I. 14araxchall, CC j2 CTI7D~

2 ~~wero briefed on :,.avaj. Ccrstruction Force Gyerations and visited con-

struction sites throughout the I Corps Tacticaloo r! 27-30 !` ch.

Iz
I'

4Z4

154 11,l



] ~APMI'3 I
GLOSSARY OF ABBRWIAT1O'YS

The following abbreviations andt tami are comonly used In the

I combat sone by all agencies andt are listed here in amplification of
those used in the text:s

ABF Attack by fire

AMMI P0fOWWN A 1at1-pw'pose barge,, standtard esie is twenty-

eight f eat by ninety feet

AO Area of operations

kRV~q Army of the Republic of Vietnham

ASPB Assault Support Patrol Boat

ATC Armored Troop Carrier

ATSB Advance Tactical Support BassI A/il Automatic weapons

BLACK PINY/BWWIC 0V-10 Twin &Wirin Turboprop Counterinsurency

COB Cvinand and Cominicationis Boat

0(O Coautal amou

CHICOM Chinesea Commnist

CIDO Civilian Irregular Defense Group- mercenaries

* of VietrAmeee latiang Cabodian descant who

fight pri'marily around their own village*

CII) Capital Military District

Comm Continental United States

SCRIP Civilian Reconnaissance Iutelligamne Platoon
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CS Tear gas grenades

CTZ Corps Tactical Zone

CZ Coastal Zone

DELTA HAWK Mohawk OV-I C aircraft

4DUSOFFI Medical evacuation by helicopter

FSMF Enemy initiated firefight

FO!3 Forward Observation Base

FSB Fire Support Base

FWMAF Free World Military Assistance Forces

ODA %n UE agE AiarSepnt

(•IVN Government of Vietnam

I{•Helicopter Attack Fire Team

I• IHarassment and Interdiction Fire Suapport

JoS Joint Oeneral Staff (Vietnamese)

KIT CARSON SCOUTS Former Viet Cong who have come over to the side

of the Saigon government and serve with allied

military units

LAFT Light Attack Fire Team (OV-10's)

LAW Light Anti-tank Weapon

LCPL Landing Craft, Personnel, Large

LDUN Vietnamese equivalent of USN UnArmmater Demoli-

tion Teom

LHFT Light falo Fire Team

LOU OH-6 Light Obeervation Helicopter

LRRP Long Range Reconnaissanoe Patrol
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1M&cV Kilitary Ass istance Comumand Vietnam

MA1'SB Mobile Advance Tactical Support Basea

KHDGAP Medical Civic Action Program

!DI)TIOR Hleavily armored LCM-6 (Is0m cannon or 105Mi

MRB Mobile Riv.trine Base

HRF Mobile Riverin. Force

?13B Minesweeper, Boat

MSD Minesweeper, Drone

MSF Mobile Strike Force -mercenaries who deploy and

go anyvhere 4
NGFS Naval Gunfire Support1

.N=l Naval Intelligence i~aison Officer

?JIOTC Naval Inshore Op.erations Training Center

MOD Night Observati~on Device

NVA North Vietnamese ArvW

OINC Officer in Charge

OJT On the Job Trabting

PBR Patrol Boats, River

PCF Patrol Crafts Tast (Swift Ehoat)

POW Prisorer of War

PRU Provincial Recoadisamsno =it

PSA Province Sector Advisor

Payopa Psychological, Operations

RAD River Assault Division

RGRiver Assault Oop(VNWaa
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RAID River Assault and Interdiction Division (OW)

RAS River Assault &qadron

RF/PF Regional Forces/Popular Foraem

RPG Rocket Propelled Ormeade or River Patrol Oroup

RSSZ Rang sat special Zone

RYKA ReMblic of Vietom Air Force (or Arme Forcem)

SAR Search and Rescue

S •WOL IUH-1 B Helop heavily armW# USX opsrated

SHADOW C-1 19 aircraft

SKIMER 20' fiberglass motor boat

SLICK Ui-1 B Helo, USA operated

SPOOKY C-47 aircraft

SSB Swimmer Support Boat (skinmr)

STAB Strike Assault Boat

SCATOR Smll Craft AssetL ,raining, ad Turnov,.

SHOTOUN ,9 Call s4p for Arn OA aircraft

START Swif t Traizaift and Rapid Turnover

TAOR Tactical Area of Reponsibility

USARV United Statee Arq,, Vietnam

VVC Vietnam.. Marine Corps

VNH Vietasmeo Nay

ZIPPO Flame throws equipped AC or bmaitor

rto[ PIT.I
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